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Topic 002: Accessibility of Justice and Services for Women 

 

Overview 

There has been bias in laws and services pertaining to women since the dawn of               

modern societal structure and social services. Although there have been drastic           

improvements since then, many women living in the world today do not have access to, or                

are unaware of their access to many fundamental services. 

 

For women, especially in developing nations and rural areas, it is often times very              

difficult to access services such as schools, public health, legal services and other basic              

services that are often much more accessible to men.  

 

It is imperative, not only for women, but for the entire global population, that              

women have access to justice and services. Primarily, if more girls attended school, their lives               

would not only improve, but they would contribute to our global economy and future              

technological innovations. Furthermore, if more women had access to services surrounding           

sexual harassment, there would be more women standing up to break the stigma, thus              

leading to happier and healthier relationships. If women were aware of their rights, including              
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birth registration, social services such as welfare, and health services, they would become             

more socially responsible global citizens.  

 

Domestic and Sexual Violence and Access to Services 

 

Globally, it is estimated that one in three women experience domestic violence in             

their lifetime. This causes considerable issues pertaining to social issues following such.            

There are many institutional and social constructs that make it very difficult for women so               

seek assistance. 

 

Figure 1: laws protecting women against domestic abuse and sexual assault (UN Women) 
 

Primarily, there are only 89 states worldwide that have prohibition on domestic            

violence, 104 that prosecute marital, and 90 that have some form of legislation against sexual               

harassment.1 Well that may seem progressive, there are still 102 states that have no specific               

legal provisions against domestic violence, and marital rape is not prosecutable in 53 states.2              

Matters are made worst by the face that in many legislations, the rapist can go free in they                  

marry their victim, and forced marriage is a risk.3  
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Of the millions and millions of women who experience domestic or sexual violence,             

yet only 40% of them seek help of any sort.4 Most of this help involves talking through issue                  

with family members and friends, or very causal support and addressing the issue. In fact,               

only 10% of the women who do seek help in this nature of situation seek it from the                  

government or police.  

1- UNSGC, “Unite to End Violence Against Women,” United Nations Secretary General’s Campaign, 2006, accessed Jan 15 2016 
2- UNSGC, “Unite to End Violence Against Women,” United Nations Secretary General’s Campaign, 2006, accessed Jan 15 2016 
3- UNSGC, “Unite to End Violence Against Women,” United Nations Secretary General’s Campaign, 2006, accessed Jan 15 2016 
4- UNSGC, “Unite to End Violence Against Women,” United Nations Secretary General’s Campaign, 2006, accessed Jan 15 2016 

 

We can see that a pathway has been paved to end this institutionalized discrimination              

against women who are victims of sexual harassment, as recently, 119 countries have passed              

law on sexual harassment, and 52 have passed laws on marital rape.5 However, there is no                

way of measuring how effetely these laws are being implemented, and if they comply to               

international recommendations. 

 

In our modern age, it is imperative that we address this issue. We need every woman,                

no matter if they’re 16 or 62, or if they live in Nigeria or Canada, to have access to                   

international services that protect them against domestic and sexual violence. We must find             

ways of making information and services available to all women, because this is an issue that                

addresses every country in the world, even those that have laws protecting women, because              

women are afraid to speak up and defend themselves.  

 

Access to Education 

 

Education is a fundamental right, and everyone should be able to access some form              

of public education. Educating our girls would not only improve their lives by increasing              

their income and decreasing their risk of maternal mortality, but improve everyone’s lives.             

We would have more innovators, thinkers, and do-ers, and every educated girl would have              



Southern Ontario Model United Nations Assembly XLIV 
Committee on the Status of Women: Access to Justice and Services for Women 

 
 

equal opportunity to have an impact on the world. It is necessary that we give them the                 

chance to grasp that opportunity. 

 

Yet even today there are 31 million girls who are primary school aged who do not                

attend school, and 17 million of them are not expected to ever go to school.7 Missing out on                  

school means missing out on learning fundamental skills that could help them get employed.              

Employing women is the key to future innovation and stimulating the global economy. For              

every year that a girl attends school, she improves her salary by 10%, thus leading to higher                 

GDPs for developing nations, thus enforcing their presence in the global market.7 

5- UNSGC, “Unite to End Violence Against Women,” United Nations Secretary General’s Campaign, 2006, accessed Jan 15 2016 

6- UNESCO, “Girl’s Education- The Facts,” United Nations Economic, Scientific and Cultural Organization, October 2013, accessed                

Jan 20 2016 

7-UNESCO, “Girl’s Education- The Facts,” United Nations Economic, Scientific and Cultural Organization, October 2013, accessed               

Jan 20 2016 

 

 

Figure 2: Improvements in enrolment among women (UNESCO) 
 

One of the basic skills that are taught in primary school is literacy, which is a                

fundamental skill to be able to work pretty much any job, and communicate ideas to any                
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potential employer or members of the community. Simply being literate puts any girl at              

decreased risk of young pregnancies, and forced marriages. Being literate allows girls to stand              

up for themselves, yet 2/3 of the 773 illiterate persons are female.8  

 

The advantages of educating women are huge, and much outweighs the initial            

economic investment of enrolling girls in school. If all women attended primary school,             

there would be 15% fewer child deaths, and if all women completed secondary school, child               

deaths would be cut in half, saving over 3 million lives.9 Additionally, with a primary school                

education, 1.7 million people would be saved from malnutrition, and 10% fewer women             

would become pregnant under the age of 17.10 These are just some of the notable               

advantages, yet the issue still remains. How do we make education accessible, and how can               

we institutionalize gender equality on an international scale in both primary school and             

secondary school education systems.  

8-,UNESCO “Girl’s Education- The Facts,” United Nations Economic, Scientific and Cultural Organization, October 2013, accessed               

Jan 20 2016 

9-UNESCO, “Girl’s Education- The Facts,” United Nations Economic, Scientific and Cultural Organization, October 2013, accessed               

Jan 20 2016 

10-UNESCO, “Girl’s Education- The Facts,” United Nations Economic, Scientific and Cultural Organization, October 2013, accessed               

Jan 20 2016 

Economic Empowerment 

 

Giving women the opportunity to be contributing members of society is an            

important stop on the road to gender equality. Women need to be given the opportunity to                

develop practical skills to foster independence and a sense or self. Yet, there are still 47-72%                

of young women in developing nations are not in school or working, thus making them idle                

residents in household surveys.11  

 

Increasing women’s participation in economic activities increases GDPs drastically,         

resulting in more economic activity and presence on the international market for developing             

nations. This will be incredibly important as increased economic activity will give nations             
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who need it most the opportunity to improve their socioeconomic standing and participation             

in global economic events. This produces a circular effect. The first thing that needs to               

happen is increasing women’s participation in economic and educational activities. 

 

 

Figure 3: Barriers to economic empowerment for Women (UN Women) 
11-Katz, Elizabeth, “Identifying Research Gaps and Priorities for Women’s Economic Empowerment”, Women’s Economic             

Empowerment, a Roadmap, University of San Francisco, January 2013, Accessed January 2016. 

12- UN Women, “Economic Empowerment of Women”, UN Women, 2012, accessed Jan 2016 

13- UN Women, “Women & the Economy” UN Women, 2013, accessed Jan 2016 

14- UN Women, “Women & the Economy” UN Women, 2013, accessed Jan 2016 

15- UN Women, “Women & the Economy” UN Women, 2013, accessed Jan 2016 

Increasing women’s economic activity has accounted for 50% of the increase in            

global economic development in the past fifty years.12 It has also been proven that increasing               

women’s income in overall household’s income increasing the amount of income spent            

benefiting children. However, many of the large corporations do not empower women or             

give them an opportunity to share their perspectives. In fact, women globally hold only 24%               

of senior management roles.13 Furthermore, women continue to earn 70 cents to a man’s              

dollar for the same work, giving them less incentive to find employment, especially in harsh               

and difficult living conditions, mainly in developing nations.14 Additionally, a survey           

conducted over 143 countries observed, 128 found at least one institutionalized difference            
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between economic activities between men and women, making it more difficult for women             

to empower themselves.15  

 

It is evident that economically empowering women is investing in our future, a             

future of gender equality and innovation. 3.5 billion brains are better than 1.8 billion.  

 

Pertinent Questions: 

 

How can we ensure access to education for all women, without putting them in danger? 

 

What societal confinements are barriers to women’s economic empowerment? How can we            

get around them? 

 

How can we facilitate access to support, internationally, for women who are victims of              

domestic violence and/or sexual abuse? 

 

What can we do to improve our international understanding of the benefits of empowering              

women for the international community?  
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