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Topic 002: The Rohingya Crisis 
 

The Rohingya Crisis is the world’s fastest growing refugee crisis and a major humanitarian 

problem . It thus affects Myanmar, surrounding nations, and the rest of the world . The Security 1 2

Council is tasked with ending the crisis and determining what to do with Rohingya refugees. 

Furthermore, the Council must determine how to approach the Burmese government. It must 

take into account previous statements by the United Nations and the 2018 conflict between the 

Burmese government and the UN.  

A complicated history, uncooperative nations, and millions of lives at stake make this one 

of the greatest humanitarian crises of our time. It is imperative that the Security Council quickly 

and effectively find a solution.  

 

 

1 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41566561 
2 Ibid.  
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History 

The Rohingya are the historic people of Arakan, a large area on the western coast of 

Myanmar . The first recorded civilization in Arakan was ethnically Indian, with Islam and the 3

group now ethnically known as the Rohingya appearing the 8th or 9th century. The Burmese 

Rakhine seem to have arrived in small numbers no earlier than the late 10th century, most likely 

the 11th. Arakan then became a part of the Bengal Muslim Kingdom of Mrauk U.  

Rakhine State (the modern name for the area dominated by the Rohingya) then became a 

British colony, and then a constituent state of Burma. Tensions between the Buddhist state and 

Muslim Rohingya was always present, but spiked in 1978 and 1991-92, when the military junta 

actively persecuted Rohingya. The junta in general denied Rohingya land claims and even the 

existence of the group, preferring to call them “illegal immigrants”. However, the current crisis 

first began in 2012, with th Rakhine State Riots .  4

 

Modern Treatment of the Rohingya 

The Rohingya people are denied many of the basic rights of the citizens of Burma . In 5

fact, they have been denied Burmese citizenship since independence . They are also not allowed 6

to travel without official permission and it is illegal for Rohingya to have more than two children7

. They are also subjected to routine forced labor wherein a Rohingya man will give up one day a 

week for labour and one night for sentry service . Rohingya land has also been regularly 8

confiscated by the military and given to Buddhists.  

3 https://newint.org/features/2008/04/18/history  
4 Ibid.  
5 https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/understanding-myanmar 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 
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The general situation in Rakhine, for its Buddhist or Muslim inhabitants, is extremely 

grim. The World Bank estimates that Rakhine state has the highest poverty rate in Burma at 78%. 

The central government, for reasons of racism or the backwater location of the state, has not 

invested in Rakhine, resulting in extremely poor infrastructure, no social services, and low 

enforcement of the rule of law . 9

 

2012 Rakhine State Riots 

2012 began with weeks of sectarian violence, notably a gang rape and murder of a 

Rakhine woman by Rohingyas and the murder of 10 Rohingya by Rakhines . The government 10

did little to quell the unrest, even adding to it. There is evidence that the government told 

Rakhine men to “defend their race and religion”  The men were given knives, food, and 11

transport . Despite the government’s denial of involvement, no Rakhine was persecuted for the 12

mass pogroms. It has been argued by experts that the military has been seeking to retain its 

privileged position since the democracy transition in 2011, standing as a motivation for it to 

encourage the riots .  13

The damages were significant. Both Rakhine and Rohingya villages were destroyed. 

According to Burmese authorities, 78 people died, 87 were injured, and up to 140,000 people 

were displaced. The government declared a state of emergency, and they have been criticised of 

using this as an opportunity to target the Rohingya. About 140,000 Rohingya in Myanmar remain 

confined in IDP camps due to the 2012 riots . 14

9https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41566561 

10Ibid.  
11 
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/07/13/opinion/ethnic-cleansing-of-myanmars-rohingyas.html?mcubz=1 
12 Ibid 
13 Ibid. 
14 Ibid. 
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2015 Refugee Crisis 

In 2015, thousands of Rohingya left Myanmar and even relatively safe Bangladesh by boat 

via the Strait of Malacca and the Andaman Sea for other Southeast Asian countries such as 

Malaysia, Indonesia and Thailand . The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 15

estimates about 25,000 people left Myanmar . It is estimated that 100 people died in Indonesia, 16

200 in Malaysia, and 10 in Thailand. 3,000 refugees were rescued from sinking ships .  17

 

Current Crisis, 2016-Onward 

The government of Myanmar claims that on 9 October 2016, there was an armed attack 

on several border police posts in Rakhine State, killing nine police officers and looting weapons 

and ammunitions . A new insurgent group, Harakah al-Yaqin, claimed responsibility . 18 19

This incited a major crackdown by the government in northern Rakhine. At least a 

thousand people were killed . Arbitrary arrest, extrajudicial killings, gang rapes, brutalities against 20

civilians, and looting were carried out .  21

Massacres 

MSF has estimated that as of December 2017, 10,000 Rohingya have been killed. 

6-7000 were killed in the first month including 730 children . Most were shot while the 22

15 https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/09/rohingya-refugee-crisis-myanmar-burma-spd/ 
16 Ibid. 
17 Ibid. 
18 http://time.com/5031342/bangladesh-myanmar-rohingya-refugee-crisis/ 
19 Ibid. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/11/world/asia/rohingya-myanmar-atrocities.html 
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rest burned to death . There were also direct mass killings by both the military and 23

Buddhist vigilantes .  24

Village Burning and Looting 

392 Rohingya villages in Rakhine state had been razed to the ground since August 

2017 as of September 2018 . A particularly horrifying village burning occured in Inn Bin 25

in September 2017, when members of Myanmar military and the Buddhist villagers of Inn 

Din looted the Rohingya parts of the village and burned them to the ground . Villagers 26

confessed to Reuters that they were responsible, along with the 33rd Light Infantry 

Division of Myanmar Army, and the 8th Security Police Battalion .  27

Gang Rapes and Sexual Violence 

The UN and the Human Rights Watch have determined that the military of 

Myanmar, the Myanmar Border Guard Police, and Buddhist militias of Rakhine have 

commited widespread gang rapes and other forms of sexual violence against the Rohingya 

Muslim women and girls . The sexual violence was committed as part of the military's 28

ethnic cleansing campaign as well as “systematic” according to the victims race and 

religion, according to HRW and the UN . Other forms of sexual violence included sexual 29

slavery in military captivity, forced public nudity, and humiliation .  30

 

 

 

23Ibid.  
24 Ibid. 
25 https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/09/rohingya-refugee-crisis-myanmar-burma-spd/ 
26 Ibid. 
27 Ibid. 
28 Ibid.  
29https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/may/19/rohingya-andaman-sea-refugees-
migration 
30 Ibid. 
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Refugee Crisis 

As a result of the atrocities in Rakhine state, many Rohingya have fled the country or 

been internally displaced within Myanmar . According to the UN, 700,000 had fled to 31

Bangladesh as of January 2018 . In November 2017, Bangladesh and Myanmar signed a pact to 32

return all refugees to Bangladesh back to Myanmar. This gained international criticism because it 

put the Rohingya in even greater danger. Thailand, however, prepared to receive more Rohingya 

refugees. India and Nepal closed their borders. Still, hundreds of thousands of Rohingya are 

either internally displaced or seeking asylum abroad, principally in Bangladesh .  33

Pertinent Questions 

1. What should the UNSC do regarding the refugee crisis?  

2. What can be done about the continuing genocide in Myanmar? 

3. Should the Burmese government be punished for its actions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 Ibid. 
32 http://time.com/5031342/bangladesh-myanmar-rohingya-refugee-crisis/ 
33 Ibid. 
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