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Topic 001: Combating Islamophobic Violence 

Introduction 

Xenophobia is defined as being “an unreasonable fear or hatred of foreigners or             

strangers, or of that which is foreign or strange.” According to the University of California,               

Berkeley, the term “Islamophobia” was first recognized in the 1991 Runnymede Trust            

Report, as a subsection of xenophobia. It was defined as "unfounded hostility towards             

Muslims, and therefore fear or dislike of all or most Muslims." Berkeley also provides the               
1

highly functional modern definition given below.  

 

“Islamophobia is a contrived fear or prejudice fomented by the existing 

Eurocentric and Orientalist global power structure.  […]  Islamophobia reintroduces 

and reaffirms a global racial structure through which resource distribution disparities  

are maintained and extended.”  
2

 

1 University of California, Berkeley, “Defining "Islamophobia"  
2 Ibid.  
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Islamophobia is most commonly found when Islam as a faith is mutated into a political               

ideology, and a homogenous race – instead of the multi-ethnic and multi-racial religion that              

it is.  
3

 

State-Sponsored Islamophobia 

In the United States of America can be found a clear example of the Islamophobic               

sentiments of the general population being rooted in a history of state-sponsored            

Islamophobia in legislation and policing. Understanding the origins of societal attitudes is            

crucial to preventing their violent manifestations and promoting tolerance. From 1790 until            

1952, “whiteness” was a legal prerequisite to acquiring citizenship in the United States. Until              

1944, Muslim identity was valid grounds on which to be denied citizenship. Even Christians              

suspected of being “of mixed Muslim ancestry” could be denied.  
4

 

More recently, counter-terrorism legislation and policing has been the focus of much            

criticism. Between 2003 and 2014, the New York Police Department operated a secretive             

program that sent plainclothes detectives into Muslim neighborhoods to spy on people:            

eavesdropping on conversations, and recording where people ate, prayed, and shopped.            
5

These tactics are now the subject of two federal lawsuits against the NYPD, the U.S.’s               

largest police force. In addition to facing rampant criticism from civil rights groups, the               
6

3 BBC. “Viewpoint: Islamophobia Has a Long History in the US." 
4 Ibid.  
5 Apuzzo, Matt, and Joseph Goldstein. "New York Drops Unit That Spied on Muslims." 
6 Mathias, Christopher. "New York City Defends Use Of Muslim Police Informants." 
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surveillance unit came under criticism from a senior official with the Federal Bureau of              

Investigation for alienating the Muslim communities they targeted, and promoting          

community distrust of law enforcement, thus endangering national security.  
7

 

U.S. Homeland Security's still active Countering Violent Extremism (CVE) programme has           

similarly contributed to Islamophobic sentiments across the United States, by          

disproportionately focusing on Muslim Americans. As “CVE is a programme functionally           
8

tailored to prevent and police Muslim Americans,” (1) it has faced similar criticism to the               
9

Demographics Unit.  
10

 

These cases in the history of state-sponsored Islamophobia in the United States one             

example of the background in which current international Islamophobic sentiments are           

rooted.  

 

The Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action of 1993 

In June of 1993, the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action was adopted by              

the World Conference on Human Rights. (10) Although outdated, it provides key            
11

precedent and basis from which to approach the challenges of today. Section II, para 20,               

states the following with regards to xenophobia and intolerance.  

7 Apuzzo, Matt, and Joseph Goldstein 
8 BBC. “Viewpoint: Islamophobia Has a Long History in the US." 
9 Ibid. 
10 Hussain, Murtaza. "Critics Say Bill Would Turn Muslim Communities Into ‘Mini Surveillance States’" 
11 Human Rights Office of the High Commissioner. "Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action." 
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“The World Conference on Human Rights urges all Governments to take 

immediate measures and to develop strong policies to prevent and combat all forms 

and manifestations of racism, xenophobia or related intolerance, where necessary by  

enactment of appropriate legislation, including penal measures, and by the establishment   

of national institutions to combat such phenomena.” (10) 
12

 

It essentially placed the onus on individual countries to police internal intolerant attitudes.  

 

The Intolerance Epidemic 

Islamophobic violence is part of a larger epidemic of violence and human rights             

violations rooted in xenophobia. Across the      

globe, refugees, asylum seekers, and migrants      

face discrimination and harassment based on      

their origins. The former United Nations       
13

High Commissioner for Refugees, António     

Guterres, said in 2005 that “Refugees who       

flee intolerance at home are increasingly finding more intolerance in the countries where             

they seek protection.” Those considered to be “foreign” are becoming increasingly            
14

vulnerable as global migration rates increase and economic difficulties worsen. In most            

12 Ibid.  
13 Human Rights First. "Combating Xenophobic Violence: A Framework for Action." 
14 UNHRC. "UN Refugee Chief Calls for Concerted Action to Defend Asylum on International Day of Tolerance." 
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countries, racist sentiments, religious differences, and economic factors are the driving           

forces behind this violence. Guterres believes that the growth of intolerance is one of the                
15

greatest challenges facing the UN, and that, "Rising intolerance is a clear danger to world               

peace, the safety of refugees and the social cohesion of societies.” He has also affirmed                
16

that, "Societies are becoming more and more multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and          

multi-religious. Only in a tolerant environment can complex societal problems be solved."  
17

 

Patriotic Europeans Against the Islamisation of the West 

In October of 2014, Lutz Bachmann founded the organization of Patriotic           

Europeans Against the Islamisation of the West, abbreviated to PEGIDA in German. It              
18

began as a Facebook group, drawing only a few hundred supporters. It publicizes that it is                

against what it deems the “growing influence of Islam in Europe.” as Since its beginnings,                
19

it has gained momentum and is now seeing turnouts in the thousands at protests across               

Europe. In the wake of the Paris shootings, over 25 000 PEGIDA supporters gathered in a                

silent march in Dresden. Angela Merkel, the chancellor of Germany, denounced the group             

as xenophobic and racist in her New Year address.  
20

 

Tatjana Festerling of PEGIDA announced in late January that supporters across Europe are             

planning rallies for the 6th of February in 14 different countries including Germany, the              

15 Human Rights First. "Combating Xenophobic Violence: A Framework for Action." 
16 UNHRC. "UN Refugee Chief Calls for Concerted Action to Defend Asylum on International Day of Tolerance." 
17 Ibid.  
18 Middle East Eye. "Anti‐Islam Group Plans Demonstrations in 14 Countries." 
19 BBC. "Why Are Thousands of Germans Protesting and Who Are Pegida?" 
20 Ibid. 
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Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Poland, Slovakia and Switzerland. She says that their            

common objective is “The fight against the Islamisation of Europe.”   
21

 

PEGIDA has enjoyed rapid growth in 2015, spurred by backlash as Germany saw a record               

number of migrants and refugees this past year. In fact, 2015 saw over a million migrants                 
22

and refugees arrive in Europe, a four-fold increase on 2014, and the largest wave of mass                

migration on the continent since the World War II. In a study conducted by the TNS                 
23

institute, 34 percent of Germans surveyed felt that their country is undergoing a process of               

“Islamisation,” the driving attitude behind PEGIDA.  
24

 

 

Post-Paris Hysteria  

Following the tragic terrorist attacks in Paris on November 13th 2015, much of the              

western world saw an “unprecedented” spike in Islamophobia. In the week directly             
25

following, violent attacks against British Muslims rose more than 300 percent. The             
26

majority of the violence was committed by Caucasian men towards Muslim women and             

children dressed in traditional garb. In the U.S., despite virtually all major Islamic groups               
27

condemning the attacks, the organization ThinkProgress has compiled an “incomplete” list           

21 Ibid. 
22 Middle East Eye. "Anti‐Islam Group Plans Demonstrations in 14 Countries." 
23 Middle East Eye. "One Million Migrants and Refugees Reach Europe This Year." 
24 Middle East Eye. "Anti‐Islam Group Plans Demonstrations in 14 Countries." 
25 Jenkins, Jack. "The Growing List Of Anti‐Islam Incidents Since Paris." 
26 Middle East Eye. "Racist Attacks against British Muslims Soar in Aftermath of Paris Attacks." 
27 Ibid. 
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of Islamophobic incidents which occurred in the week following the terrorist attacks that is              

more that 51 offences long. This list includes threats targeted at Muslim children, shootings              

at, and numerous arsons of, local mosques.  
28

 

 

Pertinent Questions  

1. How can countries prevent turning the fight against extremist terrorist organizations            

based on one interpretation of Islam into a fight against a very generalized idea of Islam and                 

all Muslim people?  

2. How can the global community eradicate Islamophobia and thus prevent the human             

rights violations that ensue?  
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