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Topic [002]: Abortion; Question of Decriminalization 

 

Introduction 

 Abortion is the process of deliberate extraction of an embryo or fetus before it is exposed to 

the world. There has been much controversy about whether or not abortion is also defined as the 

taking away of human life, because for many years scientists couldn’t definitively decide what the 

criteria for “basic human life” was. There is also much division between governments because some 

are supportive of the woman being able to decide what she wants to do with the embryo in her 

body, which is known as pro-choice, and also those who believe that abortion is a form of murder 

and that us as humans do not have the right to take away life, thus called pro-life. Pro-choice honors 

the respective circumstances that the mother may live in and the events leading up to this pregnancy, 

which is either an accident of a contraceptive, rape, or simply an unwanted pregnancy. Pro-life 

supports the right of life of all human beings, and believe that no human has a right to take away 

other lives, and by allowing abortion is encouraging and highlighting the idea that human life can be 

wasted so easily.  

However, clearly there are many people who have abortions even if their country’s laws 

prohibit this. Currently, approximately 25% of the world’s population is living in countries with 

extremely restrictive abortion laws. Even though laws are in place in some countries, according to 

the World Health Organization, abortion rates are very similar in countries where abortion is 

legalized and when they are illegal. The law has only proven to be the reason why many women then 
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resort to a dangerous abortion which may be unsafe and contribute more harm to their body. 

Because some countries allow for the practice of abortions, doctors are more well-versed and 

experienced in the abortion procedure, thus ensuring the safety and health of the maternal figure 

asking to take away her child. Another large factor to consider in the fight for the decriminalization 

of abortion are the religious groups, who strongly believe that abortion is the equivalent to murder 

and should never be allowed or conducted. The topic of abortion is a controversial argument 

because it not only brings into question the ideals of the law, but also what rights and boundaries as 

humans we have, and what constitutes human life. 

 

Background 

 Abortion has been in practice since long ago where women in Western Europe and the US 

were trained in the procedure of abortion without any legal restrictions. Since the late 1700s and 

early 1800s, the State and the Church have begun to argue against abortion rights and demand that 

they be made illegal. In 1803, Britain passed the first ever anti-abortion law and has only progressed 

since, with the US following suit and ruling out abortion, unless the mother’s life was in severe 

danger. Abortion began to be deemed as a sin or a crime because it was thought of to be murder and 

not allowed under any circumstances. One of the reasonings for illegal abortions was the fear that 

the respective populations would soon be overtaken by the next generation of immigrants and thus 

had to populate as much as they could in their homeland so that the immigrants would simply stay 

immigrants but not take over the societal population.  

The idea of abortion also goes against many documents such as the Holy Bible, in which 

religious citizens believe that abortion is murder, the Hippocratic Oath taken by doctors and 

forbidding to practice abortion, and many more, which are all proof that pro-life believers hold on 

to still to this day.  

In the early days of the 1800s, most to all surgical procedures which included abortion were 

extremely dangerous and had a high death rate. Hospitals at this point were extremely rare and only 

few doctors had a qualifiable medical degree. Scientific technology and resources began to become 

more abundant and available, but by that time women had already begun to turn towards illegal 

procedures, ones that were extremely dangerous and life-threatening. One of the strongest reasons 

why abortion was made illegal was because doctors wanted to exclusively practice medicine without 
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all of the midwives, apothecaries and homeopaths competing with them for patients. The doctors 

believed that if they illegalized the main source of revenue from other people, they would be allowed 

to practice privately, thus increasing their yearly income. However, before the 1900s where abortion 

was practiced more freely, the estimate of illegal abortions could go up to 1.2 million per year, and 

this was due to many alternative such as Back-Alley abortions or illegal pills.  

 

Pro-Life Arguments 

 Many countries are extremely against the idea of pro-choice and believe that regardless of 

the circumstances, the human being should be granted the right of life. Throughout the years, the 

definition of abortion has evolved to the acknowledged killing of a fetus, who is alive and defined as 

a human. However, if considered like this, what rights as human beings do we have to take away the 

life of a human being? Killing a human being to benefit others is a serious moral wrong, according 

to many believers of pro-life and treats the human being as worthless and can be considered as a 

disposable use of space. Some contradictory ideas on the pro-life side is the fact that the definition 

of a “human being” was not yet clear and so abortion could just be termed as the killing of an 

embryo however now that it has been deemed a human being, it changes the phrase and hopefully 

the perspective. While it is obvious that embryos are less developed than newborns, that distinction 

should not make any difference when abortion is in question. The main topic most pro-life believers 

argue is whether this development is truly needed and if this small step of development should be 

crucial or even impact whether a baby should be aborted or not.  

Four non-essential elements of abortion are usually size and how much the baby has grown 

before it is not right to abort it, level of development and if the baby’s cognitive development has 

intensified and whether this should matter or not, environment and how that does not and should 

not affect the worth of the baby and the life it was given, and the degree of dependency and whether 

or not the support of the baby should justify the abortion of it. Abortion ultimately promotes a 

culture that encourages and highlights the disposability of human life, and the line in which you can 

draw the boundaries will be very hard. Abortion has been shown to also possibly leading to future 

medical problems for the maternal figure, according to the International Journal of Epidemiology, as 

there is a large increase of miscarriage in the pregnancy following the abortion, and is significantly 

associated with an increased risk of breast cancer. 
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Pro-Choice Arguments 

 In the earlier days, abortion was all completely allowed, because it did not encourage that act 

but rather gave women options so that they did not feel like they were looked down upon if they 

requested for an abortion. According to the World Health Organization (WHO) abortion rates are 

similar in countries where abortion procedures are provided and where they are not, which means 

that the only difference between these nations is that the mothers will be a lot safer when carrying 

out the procedure if they are made legal. If abortions are made legal in all states, then practices 

would be opened in various parts of the community where women can receive legal and proper 

abortion procedures by trained and professional doctors. However if they were illegal, women would 

have to turn to unsafe and illegal methods such as dangerous pills. This leads to increased maternal 

injury and death caused by abortion attempts. Studies conducted at Johns Hopkins and Academy of 

Medical Royal Colleges declared that the mental health of women who received abortions to those 

who were denied were much better and those who were freely allowed abortions felt less stressed 

and mentally healthier.  

In addition, according to the University of California at San Francisco’s study, women who 

were denied abortions were three times more likely to be below the poverty level than the women 

who received abortions. They also had a higher unemployment rates by around a 30% difference, 

and more likely to become victims of domestic violence. Many believe that a respective baby should 

come into the world as a wanted child, and if the child was an accidental fluke of a contraceptive, 

the woman should not be forced to keep it. The Colorado Department of Public Health and 

Environment stated that unintended pregnancies lead to increased risk of child abuse, higher risk of 

physical violence during the pregnancy and reduced rates in breastfeeding. In addition, if there are 

financial or socio-economic issues that the maternal figure is facing, she has a right to abort the baby 

if she feels she cannot care for it properly. It is somewhat viewed as more of a respectable decision if 

she knows her limits and wants to save her child of unwanted misery and hardships. Also, if an 

unfortunate event occurred such as rape, the mother should be allowed to abort the baby as it was 

not her free will to conceive, and should not be forced to keep the child, as it is also hard on the 

child. Finally, if the mother’s life is in danger, she should be the priority over the fetus who has not 

yet begun life, made connections or has someone that relies on them for help, and so abortions 
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should be allowed and practiced so that if these sort of situations arise, the safety of the mother 

should come first and foremost. 

 

Current Status 

 Currently, there are many nations that support and openly practice abortion, however their 

practices are extremely low quality and sometimes do not pass the standard Medical Health Act 

Guidelines. The United Nations need to act quickly in order to prevent all the unnecessary deaths in 

countries where abortion is not allowed and provide a solution based on their country’s foreign 

policy. Abortion arguments have evolved in the way that the definition of a “human being” has now 

been clarified, so now it is a question of if the circumstances and the benefits outweigh the costs and 

the overall notion of abortion. Many countries are working towards abolishing the anti-abortion 

laws, however there are countries as well that are attempting to criminalize abortion. The bottom 

line is that many women are dying and many religious groups are extremely upset, so a compromise 

needs to be reached in order to achieve health and happiness amongst the people. 

 

Pertinent Questions 

• If your country is anti-abortion, of what severity will you enforce consequences so that this 

doesn’t happen again and you promote life? 

• Is there a way that pro-life and pro-choice can join to make one ultimatum that the rest of 

the people should follow?  

• How can the UN work together to solve such a controversial issue? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Southern Ontario Model United Nations Assembly XLV 
[United Nations of Human Rights Committee]: [Abortion; Question of Decriminalization] 

	
Works Cited List 

"HISTORY OF ABORTION." HISTORY OF ABORTION. N.p., n.d. Web. 03 Dec. 2016. 

<http://www.feminist.com/resources/ourbodies/abortion.html>.  

 

"History of Abortion – National Abortion Federation." National Abortion Federation. NAF, n.d. Web. 

03 Dec. 2016. <https://prochoice.org/education-and-advocacy/about-abortion/history-of-

abortion/>.  

 

The Atlantic. Atlantic Media Company, n.d. Web. 03 Jan. 2017. 

<http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1997/05/abortion-in-american-

history/376851/>.  

 

Ravitz, Jessica. "The surprising history of abortion in the U.S." CNN. Cable News Network, 27 June 

2016. Web. 03 Dec. 2016. <http://www.cnn.com/2016/06/23/health/abortion-history-in-united-

states/>.  

 

Worrell, Marc. "Abortion Laws Worldwide." Women on Web. WW, n.d. Web. 03 Dec. 2016. 

<https://www.womenonweb.org/en/page/619/abortion-laws-worldwide>.  

 

Klusendorf, Scott. "How to Defend Your Pro-Life Views in 5 Minutes or Less." Life Training 

Institute. N.p., n.d. Web. 03 Dec. 2016. <http://prolifetraining.com/resources/five-minute-1/>.  

 

Millstein, Seth. "How To Argue Pro Choice: 11 Arguments Against Abortion Access, Debunked." 

Bustle. Bustle, 08 Mar. 2016. Web. 03 Dec. 2016. <https://www.bustle.com/articles/17141-how-to-

argue-pro-choice-11-arguments-against-abortion-access-debunked>.  

	


