
Southern Ontario Model United Nations Assembly XLVII 
UN Human Rights Committee: Human Trafficking 

  
 

 
 
 

Topic [002]: Human Trafficking 

 

Introduction 

The UN defines human trafficking as “the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring 

or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of 

abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the 

giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over 

another person, for the purpose of exploitation.”  The most common purposes for human 1

trafficking include prostitution, organ harvesting, as well as for forced labor. Human trafficking is a 

1UNODC, “Human Trafficking” https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html 
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universal issue, and remains present in nearly all nations to varying degrees of severity. 

Unfortunately, human trafficking is extremely profitable, generating an estimated $150.2 billion USD 

in profits each year. It is estimated that anywhere from 20 to 37 million people are currently being 

trafficked worldwide, 25% of which are children.  As poverty continues to be a pertinent global 2

issue, more and more people continually fall victim to human trafficking; they become entrapped in 

a circle of predators with no genuine help being offered to them. Although human trafficking is 

illegal in every nation in the U.N., nations such as Russia and China enlist the use of forced labor, 

which infringes on the U.N.’s policy against human trafficking.  Millions fall victim to forced labor 3

and prostitution every year. And though the U.N. has previously taken action against these crimes, it 

is apparent that this issue still remains a tremendous human rights violation. Human traffickers prey 

on the vulnerable, and without intervention from third parties and changes in policy this problem 

will continue to occur. 

 

UN’s Current Stance on Human Trafficking 

The U.N. is strongly opposed to human trafficking, as it violates basic human rights such as 

the right to work in just conditions, and the right to life, liberty, and security. On June 17, 2009, the 

United Nations adopted resolution 11/3, which aims to combat human trafficking, in addition to 

this resolution, two resolutions relating to human trafficking have been introduced in the past two 

years, with new policies being implemented to improve current resolutions each year. The document 

that refers to legislation concerning human trafficking is Resolution 2388, from the U.N. Security 

2 Human Trafficking Center, “About the problem, What is Human Trafficking” 
http://humantraffickingcenter.org/problem/ (2014) 
3 Deirdre McPhillips, “5 of the Worst Countries for Human Trafficking”, US News 
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/slideshows/5-of-the-worst-countries-for-human-trafficking (July 28, 
2017) 
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Council, on November 21st, 2017. The resolution reiterates policy that was ratified in the years 

prior: that nations should dedicate more resources towards identifying and solving human trafficking 

as it is clear that to date little notable progress has been made, and moving forward it is imperative 

that more action be taken to work towards creating solutions.  

 The U.N. has remained strongly opposed to human trafficking, the illegal sex trade, and 

forced labor, however, these issues are still incredibly relevant and pervasive in. society. The U.N. 

has encouraged both developing and developed governments, such as Canada,  to adopt stronger 4

policies against human trafficking, however, it is also necessary to address root causes of human 

trafficking in order to truly solve the problem.  

 

Root Causes 

There are multiple causes of human trafficking, however, over the years it has become 

increasingly apparent that poverty and the devaluation of women and children are at the root of this 

issue.  The traffickers take advantage of people in vulnerable situations, generally from impoverished 5

families with little to no education. These people are desperate for money and safety, so when 

offered an opportunity they are blinded by their need for survival and lack of other options, and due 

to their lack of education about human trafficking and potential dangers are unable to recognize the 

risk involved, or how the traffickers will harm them.   

 

4 “Government of Canada Introduces Legislation to Strengthen Human Trafficking Laws” 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-justice/news/2017/02/government_of_canadaintroduceslegislationtostrengthe
nhumantraffi.html (February 9, 2017) 
5 Michelle Simon, “5 Prevailing Causes of Human Trafficking”, The Borgen Project 
https://borgenproject.org/5-causes-of-human-trafficking/ (April, 2016) 
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Poverty  

Poverty has been identified as the root cause of human trafficking, especially in the 

illegal sex trade. People living in abject poverty lack options and opportunity, which causes 

them to become desperate, as their financial instability means that they are unable to provide 

for themselves or their family. Knowing this, the traffickers take advantage of their victims, 

promising them wealth, opportunity, and safety, and seeming to have no other option, 

people will fall into the trafficker’s traps. Poverty is also one of the driving factors that 

causes people to become traffickers, given its huge potential for profitability. In fact, 

traffickers in smaller operations likely come from  impoverished families, and were driven to 

crime as it was their only option for survival. With more than 3 billion people in poverty 

worldwide , there are enough vulnerable people to create a prodigious  human trafficking 6

industry.  

 

Devaluation of Women and Children  

In many cultures, men are valued higher than women and children, as they are 

believed to be  “breadwinners” of the household and are more able than women. This 

causes women and children to become more vulnerable, as the government as well as their 

community is not as protective or concerned for their safety, and as a result women being 

sold into human trafficking is often overlooked. Children are also considered less valuable, 

so when they disappear in an unsafe environment it is likely that their case will go unnoticed. 

This allows for traffickers to lure and exploit women and children easier. 

6 DoSomething.org, “11 Facts About Global Poverty” 
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-global-poverty (2015) 
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Figure 1: An Infographic Displaying the Ratio of Men to Women Trafficked Worldwide 
98% of people being sexually exploited are women, and 40% of people in forced labour are women, in addition 25% of 
all trafficked are children under the age of 18. Retrieved from: http://humantraffickingcenter.org/ 
 
Current Situation 

Currently there are almost 30 million people are being held in forced labor, with 5 million of 

those being state-imposed. 5 million women and children are being used for forced prostitution in 

the illegal sex trade.  Of the $150 billion generated per year through this abhorrent industry, $99 7

billion comes from the illegal sex trade, despite much fewer people being involved.  

The Sex Trade 

The illegal sex trade exists in all nations to different degrees of severity. The general 

trend is that the larger the wealth gap the more human trafficking occurs in that country. 

Traffickers attract women and children with opportunities to help them out of their current 

7 Human Rights First, “Human Trafficking by the Numbers” 
https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/resource/human-trafficking-numbers (January 7, 2017) 
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situation, promising  money, jobs, or relationships, then exploit their trust. The traffickers 

make thousands of dollars as they prostitute their victims. The victims are unable to leave, as 

traffickers often threaten the victims and their families, and in some instances, their life 

before is comparable or worse than their current situation. 

Forced Labor 

The majority of people being trafficked are being used for labor, rather than for 

prostitution. Forced labor is often referred to as “modern slave labor”, and involves the 

exploitation of victims for little to no pay. This occurs because the traffickers are able to take 

advantage of vulnerable individuals by deceiving them into thinking that they can obtain a 

better lifestyle or help their families. Forced labor is a common occurrence in developing 

countries because there isn’t as many safe opportunities available for workers. In politically 

unstable and less developed regions, the police are often corrupt and take the side of the 

traffickers  in exchange for bribes. A significant portion of forced labor comes from 8

children, who are beat and forced into doing work with little to no rest and food.  

Some governments even support forced labor in prisons and work camps. During 

incarceration prisoners will complete jobs that would otherwise be done by paid employees, 

such as sew fields, manufacture garments, and other laborious tasks. This labor isn’t paid, 

but rather a mandatory part of some jail sentences. In some countries, such as the United 

States, prisoners can perform voluntary work for compensation of about $0.86 a day, the 

work is hard and the hours are long, with very few breaks. It is believed by the governments 

of these nations that this is an important part of the rehabilitation process, and this work is 

8 Anti-Slavery International, “What is Forced Labour” 
https://www.antislavery.org/slavery-today/forced-labour/  
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well deserved, however, the ethics of forcing labor onto prisoners with no pay or benefits is 

questionable.  

Figure 1: An Infographic Displaying the Distribution of Types of Human Trafficking 
The majority of workers perform forced labor, and there is a much smaller amount that performs government forced 
labor.  Retrieved from: http://humantraffickingcenter.org/  
 
 
What is Being Done 

There are many organizations dedicated to raising awareness towards human trafficking, and 

a small number of agencies help rescue victims of sexual exploitation. The majority of people 

rescued by NGOs have been trafficked for five to ten years  and by the time they are finally liberated 

their previous lives have been lost. Shockingly, there are very few groups that take action to 
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preemptively protect vulnerable groups from human traffickers. The UN has encouraged nations to 

create stronger national legislation, however, it has had little impact on the amount of people 

trafficked worldwide. There has been some action taken to address the roots of human rights 

violations in general, but not specific widespread action taken by governments or the U.N. to 

protect people vulnerable from human trafficking.  

NGOs such as Anti-Slavery International, Plan International, and UNICEF provide aid to 

vulnerable people across the world, and organizations such as Exodus Cry and other websites 

provide valuable information and other statistics that help raise awareness for victims of human 

trafficking. Raising awareness is an important step that needs to be taken in order to prevent more 

victims from being exploited. 

 

Case Study: Belarus 

Belarus has a vast network of human trafficking groups and organizations that focus on the 

trafficking of women and girls for forced prostitution. The government takes little action against 

these groups, partly due to corruption, and partly due to a lack of funding. Since 2002, there have 

been over 5,500 reported cases, but thousands more go unreported.  According to the U.S. annual 9

report on Trafficking in Persons, the government of Belarus has not made any significant efforts 

and actively pushes the use of forced labor on the unemployed, addicts and alcoholics, as well as 

other vulnerable groups.  Additionally, Belarus punishes many victims for the illegal acts committed 10

while being trafficked, such as illegal sexual acts, despite the acts being forced. There are multiple 

9 International Organization for Migration, “Tackling Human Trafficking in Belarus” 
https://www.iom.int/news/tackling-human-trafficking-belarus (March 23, 2018) 
10Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty “‘Worst Human Traffickers’ Include Russia, Belarus, Iran, Turkmenistan” 
https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-belarus-iran-turkmenistan-human-traffickers-report/29326302.html (June 29, 2018) 
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other nations in similar situations, including Russia, Venezuela, and Iran, all of whom punish their 

victims for acts committed while being trafficked. Belarus federal policies assist traffickers in 

obtaining victims and often protects them prosecution due to the corrupt legal system. In order for 

the situation in Belarus to be resolved, the government of Belarus needs to take immediate action to 

protect their citizens and begin investigating trafficking organizations.  

 

Conclusion 

Human trafficking, whether it be forced labor, prostitution, or state-enforced labor, remains 

a serious human rights violation. The UN must take action to prevent trafficking organizations from 

exploiting more victims and must also work to assist current victims in precarious  situations. 

Human traffickers should be punished severely for their crimes, and it is clear that trafficking has 

created many victims and many lives have been lost to this horrible practice. This committee needs 

to find a way to address the pertinent issue of human trafficking and identify strategies that can be 

used to combat trafficking worldwide. 

 

Pertinent Questions 

1. What can the UNHRC do to encourage affected nations to take stronger actions against 

human trafficking? 

2. How should aid be effectively distributed to nations to combat human trafficking? 

3. What can the UNHRC do to assist the NGOs currently working to assist victims of human 

trafficking? 
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