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Topic 003: Fostering Freedom of Expression and Safety of Journalists 

Introduction   

Over the past ten years, UNESCO has recorded 827 killings and of those deaths 90% 

remain unsolved, according to the UNESCO Institute of Statistics (UIS). These failures to 

prosecute these killers, has led to further violence which includes kidnappings, torture, 

intimidation both virtually and in person. These roadblocks against expression of press 

freedom and the safety of journalists must be discussed, as 2015 was the deadliest year for 

journalists, and with the growing popularity of “fake news”, their freedom is at a high risk.1 

 This pressing issue, has led to the UN delegating the enforcement of the 16th 

Sustainable Development Goal (SDG16)2. This goal promotes the idea of “peaceful and 

                                                      
1 http://uis.unesco.org/en/news/unesco-director-generals-report-safety-journalists-and danger-impunity 
2 http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/peace-justice/ 
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inclusive societies for sustainable development, the provision of access to justice for all, and 

building effective, accountable institutions at all levels”, as well as monitoring this 

development through the aid of UIS.  

 In order to understand the issue of the freedom of expression, safety of journalists 

and maintaining a peaceful and inclusive society, the definition of the freedom of media and 

journalism must be comprehended.  

Freedom of Expression, Press and Safety of Journalists (FPJ) 

The definition of Freedom of Expression and Journalist are the following:  

1. Freedom of Expression  

a. The freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and 

impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers3 

2. Freedom of Press 

a. The right to publish newspapers, magazines, and other printed matter 

without governmental restriction and subject only to the laws of libel, 

obscenity, sedition, etc.4 

3. Journalism/Journalist  

a. Journalism is the activity of gathering, assessing, creating, and presenting 

news and information5 

b. a person who writes news stories or articles for a newspaper or magazine or 

broadcasts them on radio or television6 

                                                      
3 http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/ 
4 http://www.dictionary.com/browse/freedom-of-the-press  
5 https://www.americanpressinstitute.org/journalism-essentials/what-is-journalism/ 
6 https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/journalist 
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Case Studies:  

Honduras: The murder of Carlos Oveniel Lara Domínguez in Copán, Western Honduras on 

October 23, 2017  

Figure 1 displays the number of purely recorded killings in Honduras from 2006-2015. 

Within 10 years, only 3 out of the 32 cases were solved, along with 1 where no information 

has been received so far. While the UN condoles these families, and calls for judicial inquiry, 

no further advancements have taken place for these cases.  

Figure 1: Number of Recorded Killings of Journalists in Honduras, 2006-2015 

 

Source: 2016 UNESCO Director-General Report on the Safety of Journalists and the Danger 

of Impunity 
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Carlos Lara was 23, who worked as a reporter and camera operator for Canal 12 Telemaya, 

a local station in the Honduran province of Copán. Around 6am on October 23, at least one 

person drove up to his home, and shot the journalist, taking his cellphone. Prior to his death, 

on scene, he has worked in media for 8 years and started to receive death threats via phone 

a few months before the shooting. The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) repeatedly 

requested comment from his brother and Canal 12, where Lara worked, but were denied. On 

the days following his murder, the Honduran police refused to comment as well as the 

attorney general’s office refused to comment.  

 While the Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, has called for an investigation 

into the killing of television reporter and cameraman Carlos Oveniel Lara Domínguez in 

Copán, western Honduras, on 23 October, no information or further progress has been 

made. The Director-General of UNESCO stated, “Violence against the media must not go 

unpunished as it undermines freedom of expression, prevents journalists from doing their 

work, induces some to practice self-censorship, and deprives society from its right to 

access information.” In conclusion to all of the efforts made by UNESCO, it is vital that 

countries abide by international laws, to protect the Freedom of Speech and the Safety of 

Press.  

 

 

 

Figure 2: Number of Journalists killed by year and region, 2012-2016 
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India: Murder of Gauri Lankesh in India on September 5, 2017  

Below, Figure 2 shows the recorded killings in India between 2006-2015. Out of 23 killings, 

there have been zero cases resolved, 2 ongoing cases and 21 cases where no information 

has been presented. Due to the oppressed and negative mentality of the citizens in India 

against journalism, it is vital that change be brought upon the country to ensure safety and 

justice for the journalists of India.  

 

Figure 3: Number of Recorded Killings in India, 2006-2015 
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Source: 2016 UNESCO Director-General Report on the Safety of Journalists and the Danger 

of Impunity  

 

Gauri Lankesh was publisher and editor of the Gauri Lankesh Patrike, a Kannada-

language weekly-tabloid known for its criticism of right-wing extremism. Her newspaper 

covered issues such as, communal violence and the caste system. She was involved in shaping 

a Maoist surrender to the state police, yet she remained sympathetic to Maoist rebels, and 

helped with the reintegration of ex-rebels to prosper in society. In one of her interviews with 

the website NewsLaundry in 2016, she said that she has been criticized and threatened for 

reporting her work, and that she was branded as a “Hindu hater”, even though she purely 

criticized the politics and caste system.  

 On September 5, 2017 when she returned home from work, at least 3 gunmen fired 

at her outside of her home in Bangalore. She was shot in the head and chest and died 

immediately. Lankesh had previously faced legal action upon her unfiltered and critical 
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reporting, and at the time of her death she was appealing a six-month prison sentence and 

fine of 10,000 Indian rupees for criminal defamation.  

Figure 4: Map of Journalists killed by region, 2012-2016 

 

  

The Director-General of UNESCO, Irina Bokova, condemned the death of Gauri 

Lankesh, yet nearly six months after the murder of the prominent journalist, the police have 
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yet to make any arrests and the special investigative team that was appointed continuously 

hit road blocks. According to multiple newspapers, such as the Times of India, “The time for 

justice is long overdue”.  

 

UN Plan of Action upon Safety of Journalists and Issue of Impunity 

 This Plan of Action was prepared during the 1st UN Inter-Agency Meeting on this 

issue, and was endorsed by UN Chief Executives Board on 12 April 2012. This plan of action 

is a result of the request of the Intergovernmental Council of the International Programme 

for the Development of Communication (IPDC). The idealogy of this plan, is to create a free 

and safe environment for journalists and media workers. The measures of this plan include, 

among others, the creation of a coordinated inter-agency mechanism to handle issues related 

to the safety of journalists. This plan also includes, assisting countries to create legislation in 

favor of the freedom of expression and information. One crucial aspect of this plan is to 

conduct awareness in regard to raising campaigns on issues such as conventions upon the 

growing dangers posed to professionals in media. While this plan of action touches base on 

the safety of journalists, it does not act upon the topic of Freedom of Press as well as the 

growing dangers of modern day society on the Freedom of Expression.  

 

 

 

 

Pertinent Questions 
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1. How can UNESCO work towards increasing awareness and acceptance of the 

Freedom of Expression, on various platforms?  

2. How can we protect journalists that use social media as their platforms, and secure 

their safety virtually?  

3. How can UNESCO work towards increasing the implementation of the UN Plan of 

Action upon Safety of Journalists and Issue of Impunity? 
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