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Topic [003]: Sustainable Economic Development and 

Innovation 

 

Section 1: Background Information 

As development across Asia continues to grow exponentially, there has been very 

little attention given as to whether or not this level of economic development is sustainable. 

Currently, China and India are set to become the new global super-powers, but they lack the 

infrastructure, such as green technology, to sustain their current levels of growth. China and 

India are not the only nations who are currently experiencing unprecedented levels of 

development; Myanmar, Bhutan, Laos, and India are still rated amongst the world’s top 10 

fastest growing economies as of October 20151, by the IMF World Economic Outlook 

Database. In the recent development globally, it is now impractical and unreliable to simply 

use the GDP number to judge a country’s economic state. The next most reliable 

measurement is the projected percentage of real GDP growth; while GDP forecasts offer a 

                                                
1 "Top Ten Countries with Fastest Growing Economies." Fastest Growing Economies Countries - World Top Ten. 
Maps of the World, 2015. Web. 27 Dec. 2016. <http://www.mapsofworld.com/world-top-ten/world-top-ten-
fastest-growing-economies-map.html>.  
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useful insight into economic performances, factors2 such as well-being, healthcare, poverty 

lines, and quality of life should be taken into account.  

 

Figure 13: The areas in lighter orange are the nations where development is continuing to 

occur at a relatively higher level; the darker orange areas are the places of highest growth 

around the world.  

 As China and India become greater geo-economic influences, there may be political 

blowback (or resentment) as China’s growth slows down, or encounters problems such as 

market volatility. With the increasing amount of power south-east Asian nations are having 

with their exponential growth, there will be economic decisions made by European and 

North American nations regarding their reactions to these new domestic growth-related 

                                                
2 Spence, Michael. "A. Michael Spence on How Governance Improves Countries' Well-being. "World Economic 
Forum. BCG Perspectives, 17 Mar. 2016. Web. 27 Dec. 2016. <https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/03/a-
michael-spence-on-how-governance-improves-countries-well-being+>. 
 
3 Myers, Joe. "Which Are the World’s Fastest-growing Economies?" World Economic Forum. N.p., 18 Apr. 2016. 
Web. 27 Dec. 2016. <https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/04/worlds-fastest-growing-economies>.  
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goals. With an increased focus on Chinese currency4, the policy choices made by North 

American nations will be felt by those located across the world, and similarly the choices 

nations such as Laos make will have global repercussions.  This aids Asian nations into 

having increased power on the global playing board, and being able to truly express the 

needs their nations have, regarding trading tariffs, natural resources, and border conflicts. 

The shift of power from the Western society will change the world in ways it is impossible to 

predict; there will be new cultural influences, where equality, financial stability, and concepts 

such as accessibility and design will be redefined. 

  

Figure 25: It is obvious that markets across southeast Asia are far outpacing their 

American and European counterparts. However, it is yet to be determined if this growth is 

sustainable over an extended period of time, and to predict when this growth period will 

slow.  

 

 

 

 

Causes of growth particularly in 

southeast Asia 

In order to properly comprehend the 

depth of this issue, it is important to 

analyze the causes of this rapid 

development. The key difference 

between North American and South 

East Asian national economics is the 

                                                
4 Levi, Michael A., Elizabeth Economy, and Douglas Rediker. "Can the World Adjust to China’s ‘new 
Normal’?" World Economic Forum. N.p., 10 Feb. 2016. Web. 27 Dec. 2016. 
<https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/02/can-the-world-adjust-to-china-s-new-normal/>.  
 
5 Goldfarb, Danielle. "Canada's Next Top Markets." The Conference Board of Canada. N.p., 23 May 2013. Web. 27 
Dec. 2016. <http://www.conferenceboard.ca/economics/hot_eco_topics/default/13-05-
30/canada_s_next_top_markets.aspx>.  
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attention to state investment6. With traditional concepts to kick-starting an economy, 

it is generally thought that private investments is supposed to be the key, and state 

investment are considered to be negative because it makes a nation’s economy too 

reliant on state funding, but the opposite is being proven with high economic growth 

in Asia. In contrast to Western economies, there is an obvious correlation between 

rapid growth of state investment and fast economic growth. Nation-wide 

infrastructure is often an area which private investors are unwilling to put money 

into due to their insecurity regarding the  

 

Section 2: Past Actions and Important Incidents 

The United Nations has many general assembly-wide frameworks and committees 

dedicated to sustainable or green growth and development, but there is currently no specific 

framework targeted towards the rapidly growing financial situation of nations in and around 

south-east Asia. As previously mentioned (from the topic 2 background guide), southeast 

Asian nations are developing at an exponential rate but are struggling with limiting their 

carbon emissions. Carbon dioxide emissions from fossil fuels surged 227 percent in 

Southeast Asia in the 20-year period, compared with 181 percent in South Asia and 12 

percent in North America,  

                                                
6 Ross, John. "Why Are China and India Growing So Fast? State Investment." The Huffington Post. 
TheHuffingtonPost.com, 29 Aug. 2016. Web. 27 Dec. 2016. <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/john_ross-
/china-india-growth_b_11655472.html>.  
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Figure 47:  

 

the ADB said, citing World Bank data. Southeast Asia's emissions in metric tons per capita 

increased 157 percent in the period8. The Asian Development Bank is warning the associated 

global warming could trigger floods, water shortages, and economic losses. With the 

presence of pacific island nations in this committee, the impact to the physical state of their 

countries will be further highlighted. The fragile states in the Pacific are geographically 

remote and isolated, and they are highly vulnerable to climate change and natural disasters9. 

Small island developing states tend to have small but growing populations, limited resources, 

remoteness, great susceptibility to natural disasters, vulnerability to external shocks, excessive 

dependence on international trade, and fragile environments. Despite decades of assistance, 

                                                
7 Yap, Karl Lester M. "Southeast Asia Burns Up the Ranks of Global Polluters."Bloomberg.com. Bloomberg, 13 

Jan. 2016. Web. 28 Dec. 2016. <https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-01-13/southeast-asia-
burns-up-the-ranks-of-global-polluters>.    

 
8 Yap, 2016, Southeast Asia Burns Up the Ranks of Global Polluters 
9ADB. "Fragile States in the Pacific: 12 Things to Know." Asian Development Bank. N.p., 20 Dec. 2016. Web. 28 

Dec. 2016. <https://www.adb.org/news/features/fragile-states-pacific-12-things-know>.  
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many fragile states have shown little progress in reaching their development goals; a rethink 

of this  approach to helping the countries will prove important. Delegates are encouraged to 

think beyond the powerhouses of China and nations with higher populations within this 

topic. The SDSN works closely with United Nations agencies, multilateral financing 

institutions, the private sector, and civil society. 

 

UNSDSN - United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network 

The UNSDSN was launched in 201210 by UN secretary general Ban Ki-Moon to 

“mobilize global scientific and technological expertise to promote practical problem solving 

for sustainable development, including the design and implementation of the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs)”. This organization aims to accelerate joint learning between all 

nations, and will help to overcome the technical and policy work involved by promoting 

integrated approaches to the interconnected socio-economic challenges our world faces. 

 

Sustainable Development Goals 2030 

                                                
10"Vision and Organization." Sustainable Development Solutions Network | Vision and Organization. United Nations, 

2012. Web. 28 Dec. 2016. <http://unsdsn.org/about-us/vision-and-organization/>.  
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Figure 311: An image illustrating the 17 different goals which strive for global 

sustainable development. These goals are similar to the millennium development goals, but 

are far more specific with their targets, and apply to citizens living in all nations.  

 

In September 2015, world leaders attended a special summit to adopt Agenda 203012, 

which includes the Sustainable Development goals, originally forged to help achieve 

the millennium development goals (created in 2000). The highlights of these 17 

goals13 are affordable and clean energy, affordable and clean energy, good health and 

well-being, and most importantly, goal 11, sustainable cities and communities. With 

these goals in mind, the most challenging part will be incorporating adequate housing 

and basic services such as running water and electricity. Furthermore, these are 

challenges that all nations, across North America and Europe will face, regardless of 

their current economic status.  

Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

This financial institution was conceived in the early 1960s to help foster economic 

growth and cooperation in one of the poorest regions in the world. There a total of 

6147 member nations, 48 of which are from the Asia and Pacific region. The ADB’s 

current project is the “Road to 203015”, which will address how the ADB aligns with 

the Sustainable Development Goals and Paris agreement, identify institutional and 

organizational reforms necessary to sharpen ADB’s efficiency and effectiveness, 

while in consultation with various stakeholders16. Thus far, Japan suggests greater 

support for the private sector while protecting vulnerable groups, North American 
                                                
11SDSN. "About the SDGs." Sustainable Development Solutions Network | About the SDGs. N.p., n.d. Web. 27 Dec. 
2016. <http://unsdsn.org/what-we-do/sustainable-development-goals/about-the-sdgs/>.  
 
12"Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development .:. Sustainable Development 
Knowledge Platform." Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform. United Nations, 25 Sept. 2015. Web. 27 Dec. 
2016. <https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld>.  
 
13"Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)." GlobalGiving. N.p., 2015. Web. 27 Dec. 2016. 
<https://www.globalgiving.org/sdg/?rf=ggad_15>.  
14"Who We Are." Asian Development Bank. N.p., n.d. Web. 28 Dec. 2016. <https://www.adb.org/about/main>.  
 
15Hill, Valerie. "Road to 2030: ADB's New Strategy." Asian Development Bank. N.p., 27 Dec. 2016. Web. 28 Dec. 
2016. <https://www.adb.org/about/policies-and-strategies/new-strategy>.  
 
16"Road to 2030: Consultations with Stakeholders." Asian Development Bank. N.p., 26 Apr. 2016. Web. 28 Dec. 
2016. <https://www.adb.org/about/policies-and-strategies/new-strategy/consultation-activities>.  
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stakeholders encourage ADB to find the balance between continuity and changing 

for its new strategy, Europe recommended ADB focus on decentralizing and 

maintain the quality and impact of their operations. ADB is known throughout the 

region as a group with the capability to “catalyze finance, spur policy dialogue, and 

provide knowledge solutions.” Their ultimate vision directly overlaps with the goals 

mentioned in the Sustainable Development Goals, such as sustainable energy, access 

to water, gender and racial equality, social development (to reduce levels of poverty), 

food security, and disaster risk management which is particularly applicable to Pacific 

island nations.  

 

Section 3: Possible Solutions 

There are currently multiple frameworks and pieces of legislation which apply to the 

issue; however few of them have yielded actual actions which have yielded effective actions 

and reactions from the ASEAN community. Delegates are encouraged to think up new 

solutions which are not any of the above-mentioned, avoiding actions such as creating new 

committees. However, creating new binding frameworks which involves all of the ASEAN 

community, including island nations, which help to sustain continuous economic 

development and innovation. Involvement with potential stakeholders from North America 

and Europe will be essential to a successful new piece of policy.    

Furthermore, with the development of new technologies, and new powerhouse labs 

and companies located in Asia, North America, and Europe, there will be a need to develop 

new legislation and policies to promote information exchange. In this manner, all nations 

will be able to continue develop their respective areas at a faster and more efficient rate. 

Innovation operating at its prime will only occur with global cooperation; delegates are 

encouraged to investigate the method in which various nations share and develop new 

technologies in all fields, from electronics, physics, chemistry, to art history, documentation 

and sports rehabilitation.  

 

Further Research 

Questions to Consider: 
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1. What steps can southeast Asian nations collectively take to ensure this level of 

growth continues for a longer period of time, in order to transform third world 

nations who are currently relying on foreign aid to become fully functioning and 

independent first world countries? 

2. What roles do Western Countries such as the United States, UK, Germany play in 

the financial security and maintaining of technological innovation through southeast 

Asia? Should they be involved at all? Would it be productive and useful for all 

nations to have them informed on the decisions this committee makes? 

3. What are specific tasks each nation can carry out independently to help ensure the 

constant heightened levels of innovation they are experiencing? In order for 

sustainable economic development, countries will need to collaborate and share their 

knowledge; what can be done to address this issue? 

4. What more can be done to promote sustainable economic development and 

innovation? Should there be new frameworks, or a simple yet effective modification 

of the policies and legal pieces which are currently in play? 
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