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Topic 003: Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
 

Introduction 

Twenty-five years after the adoption of General Assembly resolution 46/182, which 

strengthened the United Nations preparedness and response to complex emergencies 

and natural disasters, the importance of practical and principled humanitarian action is 

higher than ever. The current crises present increasingly complex challenges that have 

resulted in dramatic levels of humanitarian need. The number, intensity, and length of 

conflicts have displaced an unprecedented number of people who deserve critical and 

new approaches. Protracted displacement and the urbanization of battle calls for a shift 

in strategies. Climate change and changing weather patterns are increasing the frequency, 

intensity, and cost of disasters. Instability and food and water insecurity have become 

worrying causes of human mobility and rising protection needs.  
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Forced displacement remained at record levels, with more than 65 million people 

displaced by conflict, violence, and persecution around the world. Millions of more 

people were displaced by disasters associated with natural hazards, with an average of 

more than 25.4 million people displaced each year since 2008. In 2016, 297 natural 

disasters affected 377 million people and caused $92.4 billion in damage (UN, 2017). 

OCHA 

The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations is responsible for the 

distribution and coordination of humanitarian affairs in times of disaster, as well as to 

help governments fully support the general welfare of their respective citizens. The 

department that works with ECOSOC on this issue is usually referred to as the United 

Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Aid (OCHA).  It is the 

responsibility of the OCHA to set an evidence-based and progressive humanitarian 

policy agenda that identify emerging trends in regions need for humanitarian aid as well 

as coordinate how countries that cannot adequately protect principles based on human 

rights, international law, and humanitarian principles. The OCHA provides policy 

guidance for philanthropic organizations to ensure their responses are timely and 

efficient. It is also the responsibility of the OCHA to adapt their strategies for organizing 

humanitarian to minimize administrative costs, enhance effectiveness and ensure 

accountability. 

In the event of a disaster, the OCHA will first raise awareness of the catastrophe to 

all of the member states in ECOSOC, other assorted general assemblies, and the Security 



Southern Ontario Model United Nations Assembly XLVI 
ECOSOC - Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

 
 

Council. This recognition advances humanitarian norms through intergovernmental 

organization efforts. These briefings are instrumental to the success of philanthropic 

efforts all over the world. Their work also promotes standards for response to assorted 

disasters. The OCHA realized that most countries need to follow the same general plan 

to recover from inevitable natural disasters. The humanitarian policy is increasingly based 

on evidence gathered at every stage of an operation. Haiti’s initial response to Hurricane 

Ike should be similar to the United State’s initial response to Katrina.  

Since there are standards in place for these sorts of disasters, OCHA, with the 

support of UN member states, can efficiently align resources and relief efforts of 

humanitarian organizations to fulfill the needs of the people affected by these 

catastrophes. In the event of wars, or violent political turmoil that leaves certain citizens 

displaced, there are so many different actors, all with unique perspectives and ideas. 

These unique aspects, cause the actors to have different opinions on how to minimize 

the effect that this humanmade conflict has on the lives of the citizens, the OCHA has 

determined that policy guidelines are a necessity on humanitarian space and aid 

distribution issues. In places such as Somalia, protecting civilians in armed conflict from 

harm and ensuring their access to humanitarian assistance remains a core humanitarian 

concern.  

Assisting people displaced by natural disasters, such as the Haiti earthquake, requires 

immediate relief and sustainable recovery efforts (OCHA, 2017). However, these 

standards would be for naught without full cooperation by UN member countries. The 
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OCHA recognizes this and calls for increased cooperation from member states, instead 

of just stricter guidelines for distributors of humanitarian aid, in times of unprecedented 

crisis. However even these follow a general plan that always includes a transition from 

emergency to recovery and peacebuilding. 

Humanitarian Needs Overview 

Kiribati 

Kiribati has a population of just over 110,000 people. Below average rainfall since 

November 2016 has led to an ongoing drought across the country, with the southern 

island most severely affected. The extended period of drought has depleted the supply of 

fresh water. This lack of clean water has also been exacerbated by frequent storms, rising 

sea levels, and coastal flooding, leaving wells and groundwater sources unusable. “Due to 

the frequency of these natural hazards and the changing weather patterns, we are 

becoming more vulnerable to the impacts of climate change,” said Michael Foon, a 

representative of the Office of the President of Kiribati (OCHA, 2017). 

Kiribati’s traditional dry season, or Aumaiaki, occurs between April and September, 

with the rainy season, or Aumeang, from October to March. However, due to changes in 

climate, the country has been experiencing extreme drought-like conditions even during 

the traditional rainy season. The Government has been taking a proactive leadership role 

to strengthen its capacity to respond to and mitigate the impacts of climate change. In 

response to the current drought, messaging to the public focused on encouraging water 

conservation as well as the installation of desalination plants and rehabilitation of 
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solar-powered water systems on outer islands. Water is life for a small atoll island nation, 

and the Government has urged regional and international actors to play a role in 

mitigating the impact of the drought across Pacific nations. In June 2017, OCHA 

undertook a mission to Kiribati to support an information management training for 

Government officials. Following this training, the government conducted a joint, 

multi-sector assessment to determine the needs of the drought-affected communities 

(OCHA, 2017). 

Syria 

 The most significant Humanitarian crisis in the world today is happening right now, 

in Syria. Conflict continues to be the principal driver of humanitarian needs, with the 

civilian population in many parts of the country exposed to significant protection risks 

which threaten life, dignity, and wellbeing on a daily basis. The ongoing civil war has 

wrecked homes, demolished historical remnants and displaced millions of people. Most 

horrifically, it appears as there is no end in sight, and these tensions will continue even 

after the fighting. 

    There are around 2.98 million individuals living in difficult to-achieve zones, 

incorporating 419,000 in UN-proclaimed blockaded regions. In spite of the fact that 

there has been expanded access to numerous territories in the upper east of Syria, the 

necessities of individuals in UN-pronounced assaulted and difficult-to-achieve zones 

keep on being extraordinarily extreme because of subjective confinements on the 

flexibility of development of the regular citizen populace; the failure to get to essential 
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items, administrations or compassionate help; physical uncertainty; and tireless 

difficulties to convey philanthropic help. In the meantime, threats kept on filling 

expansive scale uprooting in Syria, at a normal rate of 6,550 dislodged every day. Those 

individuals recently dislodged and additionally somewhere in the range of 750,000 

individuals living in final resort locales confront especially intense needs because of a 

meeting of helpful hazard factors. Comparable levels of introduction to insurance 

dangers and difficulties in getting to fundamental administrations are additionally looked 

by overburdened groups, unconstrained returnees and individuals living in territories 

with a high power struggle, with millions crosswise over Syria influenced. 

    Regular citizens keep on being presented to the impacts of unstable dangers in thickly 

populated urban zones, with the Protection division evaluating that up to 8.2 million 

individuals are presented with dangerous risks. Aimless assaults on thickly populated 

regions, bringing about the decimation of non-military personnel foundation, especially 

influenced wellbeing offices, schools, water systems, markets and places of love, 

proceed. The Syria Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM4Syria) on grave 

infringement against kids in circumstances of equipped clash confirmed 26 assaults on 

schools, kids or potentially instructors/training, while the Health area revealed up to 107 

assaults influencing well being laborers and offices in the main portion of 2017. 

Consistently, general vulnerabilities keep on deepening, lopsidedly influencing 

youngsters. 
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Large-scale population movements; the widespread destruction and contamination of 

agriculture related infrastructure and value chains such as markets and bakeries; 

depletion of productive assets and savings, increasing debt; and limited economic 

opportunities have all contributed to socioeconomic hardship and the disruption of 

livelihoods. This has led to high levels of poverty across Syria, with 69 per cent of the 

population estimated to be living in extreme poverty. As a result, the coping capacity of 

many people in the most affected communities in Syria has been nearly exhausted. 

Households are resorting to harmful coping strategies that disproportionately affect the 

most vulnerable segments of the population, specifically children, youth and adolescents 

(OCHA, 2017). 

These mechanisms include cutting back food consumption, spending savings and 

accumulating debt. Such coping mechanisms are not only negative and unsustainable 

but, once exhausted, prompt people to resort to increasingly exploitative and hazardous 

activities such as child labor and recruitment, early marriage, and engagement with armed 

groups. Increased efforts to support the ability of households and communities to 

withstand current and future shocks are therefore essential (OCHA, 2017). 

Yemen 

The blockade by the Saudi-Led Coalition on Yemen’s Sana’a airport and the 

country’s main sea ports in Hudaydah and Saleef is now in its 12th day. It is hurting 

millions of Yemenis who require urgent humanitarian assistance to stave off starvation 

and disease. The United Nations and 14 international non-governmental organizations in 
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Yemen released a joint statement, expressing the humanitarian community outraged by 

the continued blockade. The report warned that 7 million people are now on the brink 

of famine (OCHA, 2017).  

The blockade especially worries some 17 million Yemenis who do not know where 

they will get their next meal. A consequence of supplies running low is that food prices 

rise dramatically. The rise in food prices put thousands of more lives at risk. “The 

humanitarian community in Yemen calls on the Saudi-led coalition to immediately 

reopen all Yemeni ports to commercial and humanitarian cargo, without which millions 

of people are at risk of starvation and death,” said the statement. “Humanitarian flights 

to Sana’a must be allowed to resume immediately to ensure the movement of aid 

workers and the transport of relief cargo. (OCHA, 2017)”  

On the same day, the World Health Organization (WHO), UNICEF and the World 

Food Programme (WFP) also released a joint statement, warning that “More than 20 

million people, including over 11 million children, are in need of urgent humanitarian 

assistance.” The three agencies say they have the lifesaving food, medicine, and supplies 

that are needed to save the lives of the affected, but “we must have the access that is 

currently being denied.” Importing medical supplies is crucial to prevent a health 

catastrophe and contain a new outbreak of diphtheria, which is putting the lives of nearly 

one million children at risk. Over 120 diagnoses and 14 deaths have been reported in the 

last weeks (OCHA, 2017). 
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Pertinent Questions? 

1. How can countries better coordinate distribution of humanitarian aid? 

2. To what extent could countries work with NGOs to aid peoples who lived in 
disaster stricken areas? 

 
3. In the event of either a manmade disaster or a natural disaster who should be the 

first responder? NGOs or Foreign Governments? 
 

4. How can NGOs work to better the humanitarian situation in Kiribati? 

5. How can the needs of Syrian people be recognized by both NGOs and 
governments? 

 
6. How can foreign governments and NGOs better respond to crises like that in 

Yemen today? 
 

7. How can NGOs help stop governments from harming their own people in 
developing nations?  
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