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Topic 002: Long Term Development for Haiti 

Introduction: 

    Haiti is a small Caribbean nation that lies on one-third of the island of Hispaniola, 

that, unfortunately, has experienced immeasurable tragedy and travesty. It is the most 

impoverished nation in the Western hemisphere. The median age in Haiti is 22.6, and the 

youth of the population is reflected in the nation’s economy. Haiti’s GDP is $19.35 

billion, which is roughly $1,800 per capita. Haiti’s unemployment rate is an abysmal 

13.19% in 2016. Haiti’s history is one of political turmoil, suffrage, and despair. The 

UN’s mission is to preserve peace and security throughout the world as well as to resolve 

conflict before it escalates to minimize consequences. The Economic and Social Council 

established an Ad Hoc Advisory Group on May 7, 1999, who had the responsibility to 

make recommendations on whether international aid was adequate and to ensure it was 
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distributed efficiently and well-coordinated within Haiti. The mandate of the group is, 

“[Ad Hoc Advisory Group] following closely and providing advice on the long-term 

development strategy of Haiti to promote socio-economic recovery, reconstruction and 

stability, with particular attention to the need to ensure coherence and sustainability in 

international support for Haiti, based on the long-term national development priorities, 

building upon the Strategic Plan for the Development of Haiti, and stressing the need to 

avoid overlap and duplication with respect to existing mechanisms (ECOSOC 

Resolution 2016/28).” 

Election:  

On November 27, 2016, Haiti held an election, in which the winner was Jovenel 

Moïse, a businessman who brought renewable energy to many Haitians. Jovenel Moïse’s 

campaign promoted bio-ecological agriculture as an economic engine for Haiti, whose 

population is over 50% rural. He also expressed support for policies pursued by 

President Michel Martelly, his predecessor: universal education and health care, energy 

reform, the rule of law, the creation of sustainable jobs, environmental protection, and 

development of Haiti as a destination for ecotourism and agritourism. These goals are 

ambitious, but ambition is the driving force of innovation. 

In his address to the UN, he expressed gratitude to all the nations that have helped 

rebuild Haiti after numerous natural disasters have decimated the country. However, his 

speech was not merely singing praise to the UN. President Moïse also declared that “If 

the international community has spent thirteen years supporting the national and public 
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security of Haiti; if at each natural disaster the friendly countries come to the rescue of 

the Haitian people, this indicates that the country needs a defense force. Therefore, 

Haiti, after the departure of the Minustah by stages, will set up a military force to 

accomplish three missions: An engineering unit capable of contributing to major 

infrastructure works, and to intervene after natural disasters; An aviation unit capable of 

training young people in aeronautical mechanics and aircraft and helicopter piloting 

following natural disasters; A medical unit capable of treating the victims of natural 

disasters and caring for the residents of the most remote places” However, the founding 

of a Haitian military is slightly problematic due to Haiti’s numerous historical coup d’etat 

attempts. (Haiti Libre 2017) 

2016 Report: 

    The Ad Hoc Advisory group issued a report on sustainable development in Haiti. 

Within this report, some steps the Haitian government, as well as the Haitian people 

should take, were outlined. This report raised some important issues, such as how only 

25% of Haitians have access to minimal sanitation, and fewer than 58% have access to 

safe water and sanitation. However, this report also provided suggestions, such as how 

essential it is that progress in this sector is made, namely by greater investment by the 

government and the “productive” sector of the economy.  

Government Policy: 

The new Government in Haiti is determined and committed to bringing positive 

change as well as to improve the political and socio-economic environment, which will 
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promote growth by all parties being included in the economic recovery process. This 

process involves both the domestic and foreign private sectors. However, it is also clear 

that the Government has limited capacity to ensure a public administration system that 

can adequately guarantee the rule of law and a functioning justice system, promote the 

fight against corruption and E/2017/77 17-10783 5/15 sufficiently defend human rights. 

Therefore, a  case for continued support, by ECOSOC and the UN, in such areas to 

assist the Haitian Government in enforcing the current rule of law as well as the justice 

system. As well as the introduction of reforms to fill in any gaps in existing frameworks. 

During the visit, some reforms were highlighted as essential to promoting private 

enterprise and productivity, such as new labor laws, land reform and functional 

institutions to coordinate development-related priority setting, planning, and 

implementation. The importance of the decentralization of power, as well as the support 

to local governance, was also emphasized by many examiners, given the historically 

centralized and autocratic governmental and administrative structures, located almost 

exclusively in the Haitian urban environments. ECOSOC is fully aware that a long-term 

sustainability plan needs to be more inclusive and cover the whole country. Irresponsible 

fiscal management capacity severely constrains the ability of the Government to mobilize 

its resources. The potential sources for increasing budgetary revenue are unfortunately 

limited to the oil and electricity areas, which are politically very difficult to change at the 

moment (ECOSOC, 2017). Macroeconomic stability was emphasized, primarily by the 

private sector, as a way of ensuring some predictability in critical variables such as 
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inflation and the exchange rate of the gourde, without which it is challenging to do 

business domestically and to attract foreign direct investment. 

Economic Policy: 

It was recognized that long-term growth and sustainable development require a 

boost in the country’s productive industrial capacity. To create employment 

opportunities, the government and the Haitian people should focus on agriculture, 

infrastructure, and tourism, diversifying the economy and  strengthening the role of the 

private sector. These growth plans, in turn, require improvements to be made in the 

areas of land ownership and access to credit, infrastructure, disaster risk reduction, and 

the overall administrative and regulatory environment of the Haitian government. Given 

the limited paths for domestic resource mobilization, international aid will be required.  

The Government has indicated its willingness to assume concessional loans. 

However, it is doubtful that such loans would suffice, given the magnitude of the 

challenges. As an example, agriculture is currently underdeveloped, and yet the sector has 

a lot of potentials to manufacture and harvest goods for both domestic consumption and 

exports. Stakeholders have hypothesized that land degradation and land tenure systems 

are some of the bottlenecks stifling the growth of the agricultural sector. Haitians may be 

dissuaded from entering the agricultural industry because of the inability to link existing 

agrarian activity to regional value chains effectively. Production in the industrial sector is 

similarly constrained by the lack of funding from domestic and foreign investors, owing 

to poor infrastructure and inadequate water and electricity supplies. With an estimated 
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40% of Haitians unemployed, job creation in this sector is vital for poverty reduction. In 

the early 1980s, the garment sector was a significant source of employment (ECOSOC 

2017). Since then, employment in that sector has dropped dramatically, as a result of the 

lack of new investment. There are some favorable foreign trade opportunities, such as 

United States trade preference programs. These programmes have been enacted through 

the Haiti Economic Lift Program Act of 2010 (HELP), the Haitian Hemispheric 

Opportunity through Partnership Encouragement Act (HOPE) and the extended Act 

(HOPE II).  As a result, of these development programmes, Haiti could possibly be seen 

as an attractive place to invest. The industrial sector is seen as a possible area that could 

be developed to stimulate employment. However, the rise in the use of artificial 

intelligence may limit the total number of jobs produced.  According to the World Bank, 

the tourism sector is expanding, as shown by new hotels built in Port-au-Prince in recent 

years and a steady increase in the number of visitors to the country. Even though the 

tourism sector has improved, it is not entirely exploited because of significant difficulties 

in attracting foreigners, such as security, lack of infrastructure and poor water and 

electricity supply. Nevertheless, agriculture and tourism are both seen as more promising 

sectors, in the short term, for creating more significant growth in employment. 

Natural Disasters: 

Haiti is prone to natural disasters, as shown most recently by the 2010 earthquake 

and Hurricane Matthew in 2016. Hurricane Matthew decimated the country’s 

humanitarian situation, mainly in Haiti's southern peninsula. This hurricane was 
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responsible for hundreds of deaths, widespread damage, flooding, and displacement. As 

a result of the almost non-existent prevention, early warning, and relief plans, Hurricane 

Matthew alone devastated the region. The International Monetary Fund estimated the 

damage and loss caused by the hurricane to be approximately $1.9 billion or about 23% 

of the country’s GDP. Hurricane season starts in June, and the Government has 

indicated that it does not have the capacity regarding equipment and personnel to 

mitigate any disaster that may result.  

The state of the environment is another serious cause for concern for Haiti. These 

environmental problems come as a result of decades of poor land use, the destruction of 

forest cover, together with the impacts of climate change, land degradation and drought 

are extensive and, in a country where over 40% of the Haitians currently depends on 

agriculture. Those phenomena have rendered much of the land marginal and incapable 

of supporting the agrarian population.  

The condition of water resources, which should be a significant source of livelihood 

for Haiti, is also a cause for concern. Haiti should potentially be able to tap its freshwater 

and aquatic resources to improve the livelihood of its people through fisheries, irrigation, 

and tourism. The poor state of the country’s watersheds, which have no natural cover 

and are subject to oversalting and contamination from untreated waste, thereby affecting 

their overall quality, not only negatively impacts businesses, households, fisheries, 

farming, and tourism, but also exacerbates the country’s already high vulnerability to 

natural disasters. 
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Pertinent Questions: 

1. How will President Moïse’s pro-sovereignty Haitian vision impact the extent to 
which countries and NGO can aid Haitian people? 

 
2. Will President Moïse’s leadership affect the existence of the Ad Hoc Advisory 

group? 
 

3. How can economic stability be ensured for Haitian entrepreneurs? 

4. How will Haiti’s changing economy impact its development? 

5. How can disaster relief in Haiti be organized? 

6. What are more concrete solutions to Haiti’s disaster relief programme? 

7. How exactly can Haiti become developed through foreign aid and NGO work? 
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