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Introduction 

North Korea has been a problem for the international community since 

1948 at the beginning of the Korean War, but it is only recently that it has become 

one of the key threats to international security. North Korea is one of the last 

nominally communist countries out there. It is ruled by an oppressive military 

dictatorship and has committed scores of human rights crimes. However the real 

threat to the international community is North Korea’s nuclear ambitions. North 

Korea is continually increasing its nuclear capability and is now at a point where it 

could feasibly attack the west coast of North America. But how did North Korea 

get to this point and what can the international community do about it? 

History and Timeline 

The Democratic People’s Republic of North Korea (DPRK or North 

Korea) was officially founded in just before the Korean War which pitted the 

Communist, Russia-and-China-backed North against the US-backed South. North 



Southern Ontario Model United Nations Assembly XLVI 
Security Council: North Korea 

 
 

Korean forces overran most of the South which resulted these superpower 

nations bringing troops onto the penninsula. Eventually, they dividing the 

penninsula using a DMZ (demilitarized zone). The US still keeps a large number 

of troops stationed in Korea .  12

The decades since have been characterized by a delicate peace, full of 

celebrity abductions, fights along the border, and assassination attempted. The 

North Koreans attempted to murder the South Korean President in 1968, 1974 

and 1983. Recovery from the Korean War which had decimated the country was 

incredibly quick. By 1957 industrial production reached 1949 levels . Foreign 3

relations also improved throughout the 1960s, with especial progress with Japan. 

North Korea even allowed repatriation of Japanese citizens. The country was 

better off economically than South Korea until the mid 60s. Up until that point, 

the won was more highly evaluated than the South Korean currency and GDP 

was higher in the North than in the South.  

The death of Mao Zedong changed everything. Up until that point, China 

and North Korea had been propping each other up and mutually ignoring the 

West. But at Mao’s death, China began reevaluating this foreign affairs approach 

and began working more closely with the West, leaving its smaller partner out in 

the cold. In response, Kim Il-Sung, the grandfather of Kim Jong-Un, severed ties 

with China and began emphasizing an economically destructive policy of Juche, 

which involved producing all goods domestically and shunning all outside nations. 

1 http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2012/01/363_103451.html 
 
2 Malkasian, Carter. The Korean War 1950 - 1953 
3 
http://cdn.loc.gov/master/frd/frdcstdy/no/northkoreacountr00word/northkoreacountr00w
ord.pdf 

http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/nation/2012/01/363_103451.html
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This quickly led to national economic collapse in 1991, when all Russian aide 

stopped at the fall of the Soviet Union, which came after a decade of slow 

stagnation in North Korea. At this point, North Korea began desperately 

attempting to restore relations with China but the Chinese could not provide 

enough food to support the country .  4

In 1992, Kim Il-Sung’s health began to deteriorate, and he died from a 

heart attack in 1994. Kim Jong-Il took over at that point, during a time which 

coincided with the “Agreed Framework” agreement with President Bill Clinton. 

This was considered to be a largely successful attempt at blocking North Korean 

nuclear development, which only became dangerous again in 2011 when his son, 

Kim Jong-Un took power. Kim Jong-Il’s reign was characterized by increased 

militarization of the general populace, as well as by devastating floods and famine 

which resulted in a flourishing black market in food from abroad.  

In 2011, Kim Jong-Il died from a heart attack. His son, Kim Jong-Un, 

immediately began ramping up nuclear arms testing, in response to the actions of 

President Bush at the beginning of the millenium. President Bush had rejected the 

Sunshine Policy, which had been helping to reunite the Koreas, and the Agreed 

Framework, which had prevented the North Koreans from obtaining nuclear 

weapons. Additional diplomatic incidents which increased tensions between the 

two nations were the sinking of the South Korean warship Cheonnan, as well as 

North Korean shelling of the Yeonpyong Islands .  56

4 The Korean peace process and the four powers. 
5 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/north-korea-appears-to-have-conducted-nuclear-test-150
4411685 
6http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/13/AR200610130057
6.html 
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 Nuclear Tensions 

North Korean Nuclear Weaponry on Parade in 2017 

Although nuclear arms testing ramped up starting in 2011, it was not until 

2017 that it became a known danger to the rest of the world. During Kim 

Jong-Un’s New Year’s Day speech on January 2nd, he announced that the country 

was in the "last stage" of preparations to test-fire an intercontinental ballistic 

missile. In early August, the New York Times announced that the American 

Defence Agency had determined that North Korea had indeed developed an 



Southern Ontario Model United Nations Assembly XLVI 
Security Council: North Korea 

 
 

intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) capable of reaching the US mainland. 

North Korea was now on the forefront of the consciousness of the national 

defense agencies of the world .  7

In response to these threats, the UN and governments around the world, 

most notably China, increased sanctions on North Korea. China suspended all 

imports of coal, North Korea’s main source of energy, on February 18th, 2017. 

However, this did nothing to deter the North Koreans and on March 6th, 2017 

they launched four ballistic missiles into the Sea of Japan. This resulted in a 

massive response from the Trump Whitehouse, with a visit from Secretary of 

State Rex Tillerson and repeated media mentions by president. After several more 

low powered tests, the North Koreans launched Hwasong-14 form Banghyon 

airfield, on July 4th . It had a 37 minute lofted trajectory according to the US 8

Pacific Command, meaning that it could easily reach Alaska. After this test, the 

US estimated that reliable ICBMs would be developed by the North Koreans by 

early 2018. However frightening those estimates were, on July 28th of 2017 they 

had already developed those very missiles that the US was so frightened of. They 

had an altitude around 3,700 km and traveled 1,000 km down range . The crux of 9

the issue is that North Korea can now theoretically obliterate parts of North 

America, although perhaps without the accuracy or speed of other nuclear armed 

powers. The situation is escalating daily.  

 

7 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/18/world/asia/north-korea-china-coal-imports-suspe
nded.html?_r=0 
8 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/04/world/asia/north-korea-missile-test-icbm.html 
 
9 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41139445 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/04/world/asia/north-korea-missile-test-icbm.html
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Human Rights 

The international community has historically paid attention to North 

Korea for two reasons; nuclear weaponry and human rights abuses. Although 

basic human rights are guaranteed in their constitution, in reality North Koreans 

enjoy no guaranteed basic rights. According to the Chairman of the UN Human 

Rights Commission, their crimes “constitute crimes against humanity. These are 

not mere excesses of the State; they are essential components of a political system 

that has moved far from the ideals on which it claims to be founded.”  10

The reasoning behind these excesses is that the North Korean 

government considers rights as conditional rather than universal and that the 

welfare of the group takes priority over the rights of individuals. According to 

Kim Il-Sung, they cannot “provide freedom and rights to hostile elements who 

oppose socialism or impure elements who act against the interests of the People”

. The violations are intense and seemingly endless. The following excerpt from 11

the 2011 UN Human Rights Resolution 2005/11 summarizes them concisely; 

Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, public 

executions, extrajudicial and arbitrary detention, the absence of due process and 

the rule of law, imposition of the death penalty for political reasons, the existence 

of a large number of prison camps and the extensive use of forced labour; 

10 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/CoIDPRK/Pages/ReportoftheCommissionofI
nquiryDPRK.aspx 
11 Resolution Adopted by the Human Rights Council: Situation of Human Rights in the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
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“Sanctions on citizens of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea who have 

been repatriated from abroad, such as treating their departure as treason leading 

to punishments of internment, torture, inhuman or degrading treatment or the 

death penalty; 

All-pervasive and severe restrictions on the freedoms of thought, conscience, 

religion, opinion and expression, peaceful assembly and association and on access 

of everyone to information, and limitations imposed on every person who wishes 

to move freely within the country and travel abroad; 

Continued violation of the human rights and fundamental freedoms of women, in 

particular the trafficking of women for prostitution or forced marriage, ethnically 

motivated forced abortions, including by labour-inducing injection or natural 

delivery, as well as infanticide of children of repatriated mothers, including in 

police detention centres and labour training camps.”  12

Although the UN, many international governments and bodies, and other 

groups have attempted to coerce the North Korean government into respecting 

the rights of its citizens, no progress has been made.  

 

Foreign Affairs 

North Korea has few major international diplomatic connections. It is 

considered a “rogue state” by much of the world. Its major ally in the past has 

been China, through which North Korea has conducted its trade. Although the 

DPRK has had partnerships with the USA in the past, it generally vilifies the 

country as a threat to its sovereignty. The United Nations has condemned it for its 

12 "Situation of human rights in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea: Human 
Rights Resolution 2005/11".  
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nuclear arsenal as well as for its human rights record in the past. International 

visitors to North Korea typically are met with a pantomime of prosperity, but 

many international visitors have been abducted in the past and some have even 

been killed in forced labour camps . 13

 

Pertinent Questions 

How can the international community denuclearize North Korea? 

What can be done about the human rights violations in North Korea? 

How can China and the United States find a power equilibrium should North 

Korea fall?  

How should the former Kim administration be punished for their crimes against 

humanity? 

How should the international community rehabilitate the people of North Korea, 

assuming the dictatorship should fall? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 North Korea in the new world order 
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