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Topic 001: Afghanistan 
 

Introduction 
 

Afghanistan has been almost synonymous with terrorism and civil war 

since the 9/11 bombings. Since 2001, the United States has been at war within 

Afghanistan, making this the longest running conflict in US history . Afghanistan 1

today is a nation in ruins and hotbed of terrorist activity. It is plagued by intense 

corruption, with billions of dollars of aide going into the pockets of corrupt 

politicians. The fragile government that has been supported by US and coalition 

forces is weak and the Taliban who ran the country before 2001 are gaining in 

strength. Afghanistan has proven to be almost unsolvable by more experienced 

US administrations and the current one, beset by domestic problems, will have 

increased difficulty in fixing the region. Afghanistan cannot be allowed to 

backslide into Taliban control and the Afghan government has proven inept at 

solving current problems of corruption, war-ruined infrastructure, and terrorism. 

1 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12011352?scrlybrkr 
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With decreasing US involvement, the international community needs to step up to 

help the Afghan people.    

History 

Afghanistan has been called the “graveyard of empires” and its history has 

lived up to the hype.  The British Empire conquered Afghanistan in 1838 but by 2

1919 had suffered a humiliating defeat by the many different tribes of the country. 

Afghanistan was then sovereign until 1978, when the USSR bolstered a 

communist regime. More than a million people died in the wars that followed. 

Another civil war followed in 1989 when the mujahideen backed by Pakistan and 

US ousted the soviets. This resulted in another devastating civil war. Afghanistan 

changed hands yet again in 1996 when the Taliban took over and imposed Sharia 

Law and hard-line Islam. The US came into the conflict in 2001, when the 9/11 

terrorist attacks prompted President George Bush to neutralize this new apparent 

threat to US national security. US forces ousted the Taliban from Kabul and 

Hamid Karzai became the head of the interim government. NATO and other 

coalition partners of the US government were active in the years that followed. 

These missions officially ended in 2014, which resulted in an increase of insurgent 

action. 2014 is said to be the bloodiest year since 2001. The Taliban pick up their 

actions from then onward, prompting President Obama to keep US forces in 

Afghanistan against withdrawal plan. To make matters worse, the widespread 

corruption was horribly illustrated by the 2014 election wherein 50 people were 

murdered by representatives of both candidates as they attempted to steal the 

election. This resulted in an outside audit of election results which verified the 

2 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12024253?scrlybrkr 
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election of Ashraf Ghani. At this point ISIS captures a large swathe of 

Taliban-controlled areas in Nangarhar province. It has only been gaining power 

since, along with the Taliban which have gone so far as to capture Afghan cities.  

Recent Taliban Offensives 

The original purpose of US activity in Afghanistan was to oust the Taliban 

from the country. In the early 2000s, they were largely successful and were able to 

install a sovereign Afghani government.  However, since the 2014 NATO 3

withdrawal, Taliban attacks have increased. They have also begun utilizing 

techniques which have been pioneered by terror groups including suicide bomber, 

car bombers, and timed bombing . They have been very successful, taking up 4

more and more territory.  

The increased taliban activity began in September of 2015, when Taliban 

forces overtook the major northern city of Kunduz . This prompted President 5

Obama to go back on his previous promise to back out almost entirely from 

Afghanistan- he left almost 10,000 troops in the country. The Taliban responded 

by launching major attacks in Helmand Province in the south. This brought 

NATO troops, which had only withdrawn in 2014, back to the country. At this 

point, the Afghan war which had supposedly ended in 2014 had flared back up in 

full force.  Over the next months, from August to October of 2015, Taliban 6

forces advanced to Lashkar Gah, the capital of Helmand province, and 

3 https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/28/world/asia/isis-northern-afghanistan.html 
4 
https://www.realclearpolitics.com/articles/2012/03/20/why_are_we_still_in_afghanistan_11354
4.html 
5 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-12024253?scrlybrkr 
6 
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2015/10/16/why-the-decision-to-keep-troo
ps-in-afghanistan-is-a-good-one/ 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/28/world/asia/isis-northern-afghanistan.html
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throughout Kunduz province. They now control much of the north and south, as 

per the map below. The Taliban began to launch bombing attacks starting in 

January of 2016, when they bombed Kandahar, killing 6 UAE Diplomats . Taliban 7

bombing and terror has only increased in Afghanistan, but although the Taliban 

are the major territorial threat, the greatest terror threat has come from ISIS. 

ISIS forces have only been endemic in Afghanistan since February of 

2017. By March, they had launched several major attacks, one of which had 

resulted in the death of 30 American soldiers after a military hospital was bombed 

in Kabul . By June of 2017, they had captured the mountainous region of Tora 8

Bora in Nangarhar province, their first major territorial victory. Since then, they 

have taken over almost all of Nangarhar province. On June the 28th, 2017, they 

took many provinces in northern Afghanistan, overrunning in entirety the district 

of Darzab. According to many in the Afghan government, ISIS is now more 

dangerous than the Taliban because they have more international backing and are 

fiercer and more ruthless fighters . They have also begun pushing with greater 9

earnest into Afghan territory thanks to their rivalry with Al Qaeda, its parent 

organization and chief competitor in Afghanistan. Although they are very similar, 

Al Qaeda is more of “governing” organization, being preoccupied during its 

heyday with enforcing Sharia law on its occupying territories, while ISIS is more 

7 
https://www.economist.com/news/asia/21722825-germany-agonises-about-repatriating-refugees-
and-america-about-sending-more-troops-horrific-attack?zid=308&ah=e21d923f9b263c5548d5615
da3d30f4d 
8 
https://northwestcf.org/afghanistan-why-should-we-care-outsider%E2%80%99s-view-inside-sco
ville-memorial-library 
9 
http://www.heritage.org/middle-east/commentary/isis-vs-al-qaeda-the-good-news-and-the-bad-n
ews 

https://northwestcf.org/afghanistan-why-should-we-care-outsider%E2%80%99s-view-inside-scoville-memorial-library
https://northwestcf.org/afghanistan-why-should-we-care-outsider%E2%80%99s-view-inside-scoville-memorial-library
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expansionist . Their competition is good because it splits the recruitment pool, 10

but bad because their competition has taken the form of a  competition to see 

who can launch the most spectacular terrorist attacks against Western and Afghan 

targets.  

 

 

Corruption 

Terrorism is arguably not Afghanistan’s greatest threat; rather the 

corruption which has stalled their government and destroyed their military 

preparedness forms is of much greater concern. According to the National 

Integrity System Assessment: Afghanistan 2015, there are three major areas of 

focus for Afghan anti-corruption .   11

The first of these issues is with the police. The police and judiciary are 

themselves corrupt, meaning that it is impossible to press corruption charges. Any 

10 
http://www.heritage.org/middle-east/commentary/isis-vs-al-qaeda-the-good-news-and-the-bad-n
ews 
11 
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_in_afghanistan_what_needs_to_change 
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judicial decision is biased in favour of the government. There have also been 

many accounts of politicians blocking investigations into the affairs of their 

associates. Not only does the corruption of the police system make it impossible 

for the police to address massive corruption problems, its corruption makes it 

untrustworthy. Less than half of victims who report incidents of violence or crime 

in Afghanistan do so to the police . The police therefore cannot even address 12

petty crime since they do not have the cooperation of the citizenry.  

Like the judiciary, other government departments have been decimated by 

corruption. The afghan public sector struggles to provide even basic services to its 

citizens. Although this is partly due to a highly centralized system of 

administration, which results in lengthy bureaucratic procedure for any transaction 

of government monies, it is caused in a greater part by a recruitment system which 

favours those with connections over those with merit. The wheels of government 

move only if greased extensively with bribes. In 2012, half of Afghan citizens paid 

a bribe when searching for government services . The total cost of bribes paid to 13

public officials amounted to US$ 3.9 billion .  14

Lastly, there is the case of extreme income inequality. Many members of 

the Afghan government (MPs, bureaucrats, etc.) run private businesses, ostensibly 

in the place of relatives. They lead lives of ostentatious and unaccounted for 

wealth. These are only some of the ways that Afghan politicians have been known 

to abuse their power. There have been cases of politicians taking bribes in 

exchange for votes on particular pieces of legislation, and even of Afghan 

12 www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_in_afghanistan_what_needs_to_change 
13 https://www.unodc.org/documents/frontpage/Corruption_in_Afghanistan_FINAL.pdf 
14 
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_in_afghanistan_what_needs_to_change 
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politicians attacking police officers without any repercussions. Although there was 

an anti-corruption commission held to try to hold these politicians accountable, it 

has only released 60 of a declared 8000 asset reports.  

Infrastructure and Rebuilding 

Although Afghanistan is a country at war without a fully developed 

government, it is still home to 34.6 million people . Even today, much of those 15

people are without running (or even clean) water, electricity, or roads. The school 

system is accessible only in large cities.  However, it is much improved from the 

infrastructure of 2001.  

USAID and other organizations have worked together since the beginning 

of the Afghan war to implement the Afghanistan Infrastructure and Rehabilitation 

Program (AIRP) which has greatly improved the lives of Afghans. For example, in 

the field of electricity, this program has increased the number of Afghans 

connected to power from 6% of the population to over 30% and built water 

turbines across the country as well as built a national electric grid . However, this 16

program and many like it are now under intense threat from USAID threats by 

the Trump administration. Therefore, it is necessary for governments to 

re-evaluate their aid commitments to Afghanistan as improving the lot of Afghans 

is the best way to stem extremism . 17

 

 

 

15 http://www.worldometers.info/world-population/afghanistan-population/ 
16 https://www.usaid.gov/afghanistan/infrastructure 
17 https://www.usaid.gov/countering-violent-extremism 
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Pertinent Questions 

Should the international community return troops to Afghanistan? If so, to what 

extent? What should they be doing? 

How should the UN address issues of corruption? 

How can the UN rebuild the urban and rural infrastructure of Afghanistan?  

How can we fight terrorism within Afghanistan?  
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