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Interpretations and Challenges 

All Rules within this document, as in any set of rules are subject to interpretation, in this case, at the 

discretion of the chair of your committee. However, we acknowledge that there are sometimes flaws in the 

rules, and in some cases, errors may happen in the interpretation. This section will address what to do as a 

delegate if you have found an error in the rules, as well as the recourse the chair may take. 

Errors in the Rules 

If you believe that you have found an error in either the Rules of Procedure, or the application of the 

rules of procedure within your committee, you may approach your chair, and have a professional discussion 

explaining your challenge. Please note that general decorum rules apply the same way they would in 

committee, and this conversation should not be argumentative, since by default the chair is meant to use the 

Rules of Procedure and so isn’t obliged to discuss interpretation. Most errors in the rules come in two forms: 

Ambiguous cases, and Incorrect Information.  

Ambiguous Cases 
Ambiguous cases occur when the wording used within the Rules of Procedure could have multiple 

interpretations, meaning different readers will reach different conclusions. Our chairs at XLVII are very well 

trained, and so in most cases they will be able to clarify the rule for the delegate without need for further 

intervention. However, in the case where the chair is unsure as to the correct interpretation of the rule, the 

procedure is to have the chair check with either the Under-Secretary General of Committees and Personnel, 

Commissioner General, Secretary General, and  . After hearing all available information, a decision will be 
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made by the member of the secretariat. All decisions made by the secretariat are binding and not up for 

further debate.  

Incorrect Information 

In some cases, information within the rules of procedure may be incorrect (although this is unlikely). 

In the event of incorrect information, the same procedure as ambiguous cases will be followed as far as checks 

and clarifications. However, once it has become clear to a member of secretariat that the information is 

wrong, rather than just ambiguous, all chairs will be informed of the necessary corrections, but no retroactive 

actions will be taken. 

 

Decorum 

SOMA XLVII is a formal Model United Nations simulation, and so behavior must be appropriate 

for the occasion. Delegates are expected to be respectful of each other, SOMA staff and chairs, and the 

facilities they are using. Within caucus, delegates are expected to be engaged listeners when others are talking, 

and to refrain from heckling, or ad hominems . Delegates may not engage in cross-talk . Delegates should be 
1 2

directing their statements to the chair or the committee, using them as a sort of moderator, instead of 

comments addressing other delegates directly. An example of an ideal statement would be “Members of 

Committee, the proposition by the delegate from Ghana is unrealistic, and we should vote against it.” This 

statement is excellent, because it addresses the committee, and attacks the idea, without insulting the delegate 

themselves. No profanity may be used at any time in committee. Some raised voices or shouting are to 

be expected once excitement rises, but delegates must remember that the University of Toronto has classes in 

1 Ad Hominem: Attacks on a person's character, rather than their ideas 
2 Cross-Talk: Talking out of turn, or addressing other delegates directly rather than directing statements to the 
chair 
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the same buildings that we are using, and so we should respect students who are studying for or writing 

exams. 

Appropriate use of Pages 

Pages are an essential tool in Model United Nations. They are used when communicating discretely 

with other delegates during committee, as well as passing messages along, and rallying support for votes. 

Pages can be sent by writing a message on a provided SOMA paper, clearly writing the sender and intended 

recipient, and raising the note into the air. A SOMA staff will come by to collect your note, and deliver the 

note to the recipient. Please do not  call out for a staff, or stand up to pass the note yourself. If you must, you 

may ask for the note to be passed by delegates, but this is unideal. Please note that SOMA Staff may choose 

to read your note, and any delegates found to be passing notes deemed inappropriate may face disciplinary 

measures.   

Motions and Points 

Motions 

Model UN uses motions to navigate through complex committee discussions, and rights. Motions 

follow two main formats: Change in procedure, and “Move to…”. 

 Changes in procedure follow the basic format of “Motion to change Insert Procedure Here to Insert 

Change. These votes require a basic majority (50% plus 1), except for motions to table discussions (ends 

discussion on a topic) and certain security council binding policies (in the rare occurrence that this comes up, 

please see a member of secretariat), which require a supermajority (2/3 majority plus 1).  

Motions to “move to” are used as transitions and are the most common motions used in Model 

United Nations. The basic format for these motions is “Motion to move into insert discussion type(example: 
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Moderated Caucus), lasting insert time limit with insert time speaking times.” These motions require a basic 

majority.  

The order of motions when voting is done from most destructive to least destructive. This means 

that motions which table topics, adjourn committee, and recess automatically get voted on first. Next are 

motions for unmoderated caucuses, and motions to enter voting procedure. Finally, motions for moderated 

caucuses get lowest priority. In the case of a tie in priority goes to higher total times, and if there is still a tie 

then it goes based on order of introduction. 

Points 

There are three main types of points that delegates may use at SOMA XLVII. They are Points of 

Personal Privilege, Points of Order, and Points of Information. All points can be simply called out provided 

that nobody is speaking, and the chair has asked for all points or motions. 

Points of Personal Privilege are used for things like excusing oneself from committee (although if its 

an emergency, delegates are permitted to simply leave). They can also be used to ask for the dais to reread a 

resolution, or t repeat something that was said.  

Points of Order are used when a delegate believes that procedure was improperly followed and 

would like to inform the chair. Delegates are encouraged to only use this if they feel like the mistake has real 

gravity in the situation, and it would affect them if the mistake were to go without correction.  

Points of Information are used when a delegate would like to ask a question about procedure, or any 

other non-substantive questions to the chair. This may not under any circumstances be used to prove a 

point, and failure to abide by this can result in the chair ignoring future points of information. 
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Out of Committee Affairs 

Before every committee session officially begins, there are a series of processes that must take place 

in order to confirm that the committee is ready to start. 

Attendance 

As soon as delegates are seated, the dais will begin taking attendance alphabetically. When your 

country (or position) name is called, you have two options: Present or Present and Voting. Delegates who 

announce themselves as “Present and Voting” must vote on all matters (See Section “Voting”). Delegates 

who opt to be simply “Present” reserve the option of abstaining on ONLY NON-PROCEDURAL 

matters. If you come into committee late, and have missed attendance, please do not cause a commotion with 

your arrival, instead take your seat, and send a note up to the dais indicating that you are present, and what 

your voting status is. 

Submission of Working Papers and Crisis Check-ins 

Before opening debate, delegates may quickly meet with the dais in an orderly fashion (to the 

discretion of the chair) to either hand in finished working papers or check the approval status of a working 

paper they may have handed in at the end of the last session. If it is a crisis committee, delegates may use this 

opportunity to inquire about the progress of their crisis notes (whether they made it to the crisis room yet). 

However, once the chair calls delegates to order, delegates MUST take their seats immediately. 
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Speakers Lists 

Once debate has been opened, delegates may be added to two speakers lists in order to start 

discussion. These speeches are far more formal than any other speeches made during committee, and ideally, 

these speeches should be prepared in advance. There are two types of speakers lists, primary and secondary. 

Primary Speakers List 

The Primary Speakers list can be looked at as a discussion of which topic to discuss in depth. Once 

attendance has been taken, chairs must immediately ask delegates to raise their placards to be added to the 

primary speakers list. Once the typist has written a couple of names down, the chair will instruct delegates 

who would still like to be added to the list to send up a page.  

When speaking on the primary speakers list, delegates should start by indicating which topic they 

would like to cover first, then explain the topic’s relevance to their country, and finally maybe a brief 

statement indicating their position on the topic. The default speaking time for the primary speakers list is 1 

minute, but this can be changed by a motion passing majority (50% plus 1). Delegates are encouraged to use 

statistics (provided that they are accurate) and facts from their position papers and may choose to directly 

refute other speakers but this is not required. 

Secondary Speakers List 

Once the delegates have selected a topic to discuss (see “Voting”), the chair will open a secondary 

speakers list. Delegates wishing to be added to the secondary speakers list should raise their placards, and 

once the typist has taken down a few names, delegates will be instructed to send up a page if they would still 

like to be added to the list.  

When speaking on the secondary speakers list, delegates are encouraged to speak more about their 

specific country’s stance on the particular topic, rather than explaining why the issue is important writ large. 
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The goal of a successful secondary speakers list is to narrow the scope of the discussion such that a set of 

concrete subtopics become clear. For example, a successful secondary speakers list about middle east peace 

might yield subtopics such as “Bridging the Religious Divide” or “Potential collective action to pressure states which support 

terrorism”. The default speaking time for the secondary speakers list is 1 and a half minutes. This can be 

changed through a motion passing a majority (50% plus 1). At any point during a delegates speaking time, 

they can choose to yield their remaining time to either another delegate, or to questions. With either option, 

the chair may choose to allow these actions, but it is to their discretion, and is not questionable.  

Once a few speakers have spoken, the chair may choose to ask if there are any points are motions. 

The usual voting procedure will take place, and if all motions fail, the chair will default back to the secondary 

speakers list. Should motions for a moderated caucus pass, delegates will move into moderated caucuses 

speaking on very specific topics. Motions for unmoderated caucuses will be ruled out of order at this time. 

Caucuses 
Moderated Caucuses 

Moderated Caucuses are used by delegates to narrow the scope of the debate, to chunk up large 

issues. Topics for moderated caucuses will not be ruled out of order, but the chair may recommend an 

amendment. When motioning for a moderated caucus, delegates must also choose what they would like the 

total time to be, and what the speaking time must be. This the chair may choose to overrule, especially if the 

total time is not evenly divisible by the speaking time (ex. 10 minute moderated caucus with 45 second 

speaking times). Once the motion passes, the delegate who requested it will be asked if they would like first or 

last speaking position. In the case that they choose last, the typist will record this, and set aside the allotted 

time at the end of the total time. Delegates will be instructed to raise their placards if they would like to speak, 

and the chair will choose them one at a time. When the delegate has 10 seconds remaining in their speaking 

time, the chair will bang the gavel once, and when they are out of time, the chair will begin banging the gavel 

until the delegate sits down. Once in a moderated caucus, there are two ways for the caucus to end. First, if 
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time expires, the chair will default to asking for points and motions, when delegates can choose to renew the 

moderated caucus if they want, but they are not required to do so. If they would like to renew, they can only 

renew for the same amount of time or less. The other way to exit the moderated caucus is to vote to exit, 

which requires a super majority (two thirds plus one), and the chair will often rule it out of order if they 

believe that substantial matters have not been discussed on the topic of the current caucus.  

During moderated caucuses delegates are still permitted to yield their time, but given the short 

speaking times, it’s impractical, and will usually be ruled out of order. 

Unmoderated Caucuses 
Unmoderated caucuses are usually called once resolutions or working papers have been written and 

delegates have mostly finished at least a partial discussion (see “Resolutions”).  Unmoderated caucuses can be 

motioned for in a very similar fashion to that of moderated caucuses, with the exception that delegates may 

only request total times, and the chair may rule certain times out of order (ex. A 30-minute unmoderated 

caucus). Unmoderated caucuses are intended to be used to meet with small groups of delegates, and finetune 

resolutions or working papers. During unmoderated caucuses, delegates may use laptops, but are still 

restricted from using cell phones. Similarly to moderated caucuses, unmoderated caucus may be extended, but 

only for a time period equal to or less than the original caucus.   

 

  Resolutions 

Resolutions are the products of a successful committee and are therefore imperative to understand 

before attending a Model United Nations conference. This section will be split up into 3 sections: How to 

write a resolution, how to debate a resolution, and how to vote on a resolution. Please note that decisions 
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within General Assemblies are not binding, and therefore resolutions may not “require” member states to 

take any actions. 

How to Write a Resolution 

Delegates are recommended to begin writing resolutions as soon as they feel the committee has come 

to some form of a consensus about solutions, and they are encouraged to write in groups. Writing a 

resolution can be separated into three sections: Pre-ambulatory Clauses, Operative Clauses, and Signatories 

and Sponsors.  Different styles and formats are used when writing working papers within Crisis, and they will 

be addressed within the “Crisis Specific” section. 

Pre-Ambulatory Clauses 

When writing a resolution, it is usually in response to a problem, or an issue with the status quo. The 

pre-ambulatory clauses are the time to describe the issue, and formally address why the committee has an 

obligation to solve the issue. They should be written starting with a capitalized present progressive verb (ex. 

Recalling, Noting, Understanding), and should ideally include statistics or references to previous UN resolutions 

about the given topic. No more than 20 pre-ambulatory clauses are permitted, and any resolution must 

contain at least 4 pre-ambulatory clauses.  

Operative Clauses 

Operative clauses are the “meat” of the resolution and are meant to be the most debated clauses. 

Operative clauses state what the resolution will do, and as such should be worded very carefully and 

specifically. Delegates may choose to include sub-clauses, but are only allowed a single tier of subclauses, and 

it is important to note that subclauses may not be voted on separately (within a clause-by-clause vote). All 

operative clauses must begin with an italicized, capitalized, verb in the present active tense (ex. Calls for, 

Decries), and each clause must end with a semi colon, except for the final one which must end with a period. If 

10 | SOMA XLVII Rules of Procedure|47th Session 
 



Southern Ontario Model United Nations Assembly 
Forty - Seventh Session 

 

the delegates feel as though there should be no further discussion on the topic should the resolution pass, 

they should end the operative clauses with the clause: 

Remains actively ceased on this issue. 

See “Common Opening Words” at the end of the Rules of Procedure for a list of common opening words. 

Signatories and Sponsors 

At the end of a resolution there will be a section requiring signatories and sponsors to sign the 

resolution. Signatories are required to have the resolution present, and the number of signatories required will 

vary depending on what type of committee it is. In General Assemblies, it is 1/6th of those who are listed as 

Present, while in special assemblies and crisis committees it is 1/4th. Delegates are encouraged to sign 

resolutions even if they don’t necessarily agree with them, to ensure that they are debated. Sponsors are the 

writers of the resolution, and they will also be presenting the resolution. The maximum number of sponsors 

allowed is 4, and only three will be allowed to present the resolution. 

Debating a Resolution 
Once a resolution has been written, and received the required number of signatories, it must be 

submitted to the dais for review, and the sponsors will receive a page when the dais has approved it. Once it 

has been approved, the sponsors may motion (at an appropriate time) to have their resolution presented and 

pending a simple majority they will be invited to read out all clauses of their resolution. Once it has been 

presented, delegates may motion for one of three things: To move directly into voting procedure, to have a 

question and answer period, or a motion for a moderated caucus. It is during this time that delegates may 

write amendments to the resolution, which will be presented pending a motion to do so. Amendments which 

the sponsors unanimously agree upon are considered friendly and will be added to the resolution 

immediately, whereas amendments which are considered unfriendly must pass a majority vote after having 

two speakers for and two against. If delegates motion for a question and answer period, they must also 
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include a time limit, which will limit the total time allowed for responses (questions are not timed). Only one 

sponsor may answer each individual question. Question and Answer periods may only be extended once, and 

only for amounts of time equal to or greater than the original time limit.  

Voting on Resolutions 

Once delegates feel that they have debated an issue for long enough that they are ready to decide, 

they may motion to enter voting procedure. If this vote passes, the committee can only exit voting procedure 

if there is a super majority (2/3rds plus one), or once the vote has been completed. The chair will instruct a 

member of staff to bar the doors, and no more pages will be passed during this time. The chair will ask for 

any points or motions as to how to vote. There are five ways to vote: Clause by Clause, Role Call, Clause by 

Clause with Roll Call, Round Table Vote, and Voting on the resolution as a whole. All of these motions 

require a simple majority, and are equal in priority, except for the regular voting method, which the 

committee defaults to should all other motions fail. Therefore, any motions requesting “normal voting 

procedure” will be ruled out of order. 

Clause by Clause 

Clause by Clause voting is used when a resolution may have support but contains certain contentious 

clauses which are likely to have the resolution struck down. In clause by clause voting the seconder reads out 

the resolution clause by clause and after each clause is read there is an individual vote. Sub-clauses will not 

be read or voted on separately. Pre-ambulatory clauses are included in such a vote, but only if the delegate 

motioned to include them.  

Roll Call 

Roll Call voting is when the seconder reads out the attendance list and each delegate indicates how 

they would like to vote after they hear their name. This is only done when delegates would like to potentially 

introduce a similar resolution and would like to find who the main opponents of such a resolution are. The 
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other circumstance where this may be used is in close votes when the dais cannot determine whether the 

resolution has passed. Roll call may be used in tandem with clause by clause, but this is looked down upon as 

it takes a great amount of time. 

Round Table Vote 

A round table vote is when delegates simply go around the committee one by one, in order of seating 

(usually left to right starting from the front of the room), indicating their vote, and is useful as a faster version 

of the roll call vote.  

Default Voting Procedure 

The default voting procedure is to have the chair read the resolution once more, and then ask all 

delegates in favor of the resolution to raise their placards. The seconder will count how many delegates are 

for, and then they will be asked to lower their placards. The chair will follow the same procedure for both 

dissenting delegates, and abstaining delegates. For abstentions, the seconder will use the attendance as a 

reference to ensure that only delegates who were marked as “Present” are abstaining. 

 

Crisis Specific Rules 

Crisis follows very similar rules to that of general and special assemblies, but there are a few 

differences outlined below. 

Statements 

Apart from specific crisis committees (for example, this year’s ad hoc), any crisis delegate may submit 

a statement which they would like the chair to read out to the committee. This can be useful when 

announcing decisions, they have unilaterally made, and may be addressed as anonymous.  
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Resolutions 
Resolutions within crisis are referred to as working papers, and need 8 signatures regardless of the 

number of delegates within committee. Additionally, they do not need a pre-amble, and may have only 2 

speaking sponsors. 

If there are further questions about crisis, feel free to ask any of the crisis chairs or seconders  

Guide to Voting Requirements 
 

Rule #  Rule Name    Pro/Co
n 

Vote  Description 

25  Point of Order   -  -  Used for introducing motions, and other procedural 

matters.  

26  Point of 

Personal 

Privilege  

-  -  Physical discomfort affecting the assembly.  

27  Right of Reply   -  -  Insulted or misconstrued by speaker on the floor.  

28  Point of 

Information  

-  -  Question speaker on speech (or Chair on procedure)  

5a  Setting the 

Agenda  

1+ / 1-  1 / 2  Change the order of resolutions being debated.  

39  Closure of 

Debate 

-  1 / 2  Ends debate on topic; Assembly moves to immediate 

vote.  
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22a  Recess  -  1 / 2  Allows a recess.  

22g  Censure   2+ / 2-  1 / 2  Censure disorderly delegates.  

44  Clause by 

Clause Vote 

1+ / 1-  1 / 2  Operative clauses voted on individually. 

19b  Friendly 

Amendments  

-  -  Adopted by submitter and seconder of resolution. 

Added to resolution without vote.  

19c  Unfriendly 

Amendments  

2+/2-  1/2  Rejected by submitter or seconder of resolution. Copy 

submitted to Chair, submitter must appear on Speakers’ 

List.  

 

COMMON FIRST WORDS 
Below is a list of common first words for both the preamble and operative clauses of a resolution. By no 

means is this list exhaustive. Note that only Security Council resolutions can use the words “Demands” and 

“Requires”, and therefore cannot be included in General Assembly resolutions. 

Preamble 

Acknowledging  
Acting  
Affirming  
Alarmed  
Alert  
Appalled  
Aware  
Bearing in mind  
Believing  
Cautioning  
Cognizant  
Concerned  

Defining  
Deploring  
Determined  
Devastated  
Disappointed  
Discouraged  
Disgusted  
Dismayed  
Displeased  
Distressed  
Disturbed  
Encouraged  

Having considered  
Having examined  
Heartened  
Hoping  
Horrified  
Lauding  
Making clear  
Mindful  
Noting  
Observing  
Pleased  
Reaffirming  

Regretful  
Reminded  
Reminding  
Resolving  
Saddened  
Satisfied  
Shocked  
Stressing  
Taking note  
Troubled  
Understanding  
Welcoming  
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Conscious  
Declaring 
Decrying  

Expressing  
Fearing  
Guided  

Realizing  
Recalling  
Recognizing  

Wishing  
Worried  
 
 

 
Operative Clauses 

Affirms  
Appeals  
Applauds  
Asks  
Asserts  
Awaits  
Believes  
Beseeches  
Calls for  
Calls on  
Calls upon  
Chastises 

Condemns  
Confirms  
Creates  
Decides  
Declares  
Decries  
Demands  
Deplores  
Discourages  
Encourages  
Exhorts  
Expands  

Expresses  
Implores  
Includes  
Invites  
Lauds  
Mandates  
Modifies   
Reaffirms  
Reasserts  
Recommends  
Regretting  
Reiterates 

Reminds  
Renews  
Requests  
Requires  
Resolves  
Strongly Condemns  
Strongly Recommends  
Strongly Urges  
Suggests  
Trusts  
Urges  
 
 

 

EXAMPLE RESOLUTION 
 
Re: Power Generation in Developing Countries 
The General Assembly, 
  
Recalling the commitment made in the Millennium Development Goals to develop a Global Partnership for 

Development, which entails helping developing countries to meet all the needs of their population, 
  
Also recalling the commitment made in the Millennium Development Goals to work towards 

environmentally-conscious, sustainable development and combating climate change, 
  
Realizing that most sustainable power generation technologies, such as nuclear or geothermal, are expensive 

and/or dependent on geographic or climatic factors, 
  
Recognizing that since these reliable technologies are so expensive, many countries have become dependent on 

cheaper and much less environmentally sustainable options, including, notably, coal-fired plants, 
  
Troubled that the global community would neglect possibly the simplest of the two goals when aiding the 

construction of new wind, solar, and tidal generation stations would be so simple for the developed 
powers, 

  
Reassured that the design and reliability of these stations is improving and that the cost, especially of the tidal 

stations, is decreasing, 
  
Encouraged that the Ranco River Station in France has been a very successful experiment in tidal generators, 

which offers considerable promise to developing nations with coastal access, 
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1. Recommends that a UN Working Group be assembled in order to determine possible sites for any 

environmentally sustainable generators, as well as the best model of power plant for the countries in 
question; 

  
2. Calls upon all nations, especially those of the G8 and the European Union, to help finance and organize the 

construction of these reactors, with the agreement of the recipient country; 
  
3. Beseeches all member countries to recall and honour their commitment to the Millennium Development 

Goals. 
  
Signed: Russia, Germany, USA, Bolivia, Argentina, Uruguay, Panama, Israel, Greece, United Arab 

Emirates, Uzbekistan, Italy 
 
Sponsors: People’s Republic of China, Peru, Ukraine 
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