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Introduction 

Perpetuating poverty and creating severe obstacles to sustainable development, 

man-made and natural disasters cause extensive loss of life, damage to property and harm 

the environment. Many areas have been trapped in a cycle of disaster and rebuilding, as even 

though the damage may be repaired, the causes behind these disasters are often overlooked.  

 

More than 35 major conflicts and over 2,500 disasters have destroyed infrastructure, 

displaced entire populations, and threatened ecosystems since the start of the new 

millennium.  Reducing the risk of natural disasters of conflicts, mitigating their impacts and 1

building resilience in both societies and economies is therefore at the top of the international 

agenda.  

 

Armed conflicts are nowadays mostly fought within state boundaries, unlike in the 

past when wars broke out across states. Today, they are waged in cities and villages, driven 

by ethnic and religious ideologies and fuelled by a struggle for political and economic 

1 United Nations. Disasters and Conflicts. Accessed 2015. 
http://www.unep.org/pdf/brochures/DisastersAndConflicts.pdf. 
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control. Despite the pressing need of protection and assistance for the millions of refugees, 

the numbers of people displaced in their own counties by the increasing violence and human 

rights’ violations are continuously increasing.  

 

In addition to man-made disasters, natural and environmental hazards affect both 

developed and developing countries. In developing countries, the impacts are more extreme, 

due to the existing vulnerabilities present. Man-made, natural and environmental disasters 

bring with them severe social, economic, and environmental impacts to the affected 

countries, and require prioritization and immediate responses. 

 

United Nations Development Program 

The United Nations Development Program is under the guidance of its parent body, 

the Economic and Social Council, and has been at the centre of developing mechanisms as a 

response to the problems facing post-conflict countries and areas. The UNDP promotes 

worldwide development, particularly in countries damaged by disaster and armed conflicts 

where development failures undermine social resilience, institutional capacity, and effective 

governance. The Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery (BCPR) works to restore the 

quality of life for people whose lives have been devastated by natural disaster or violent 

conflict. The BCPR seeks new ways to prevent conflicts and the destruction caused by 

conflicts, with the promotion of economic recovery critical to prevention. A broad-based 

recovery that benefits all citizens devoid of favouritism or discrimination is capable of 

bringing forth gradual, peaceful development and avoiding years of destructive conflict.  The 2

UNDP’s experience in more than 100 countries has shown that countries that suffer the 

most from violent or natural disasters are the ones that previously failed to develop effective 

2 Ohiorhenuan, John F.E., and Frances Stewart. Post-Conflict Economic Recovery Enabling Local Ingenuity. Report. 2008. 
http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/crisis%20prevention/undp-cpr-post-conflict-economic-recov
ery-enable-local-ingenuity-report-2008.pdf. 
 

 

http://www.undp.org/content/dam/undp/library/crisis%20prevention/undp-cpr-post-conflict-economic-recovery-enable-local-ingenuity-report-2008.pdf
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governance, strong institutions, widespread employment opportunities, and basic services in 

addition to security for their citizens.  However, many countries recovering from crisis have 3

made significant development progress with the support of the UNDP. The goal of the 

UNDP is not solely to aid these countries in recovering quickly and more efficiently, but to 

ensure that the recovery efforts are crisis-sensitive, promote gender equality, and reflect the 

realities on the ground. Consolidating knowledge and experience is crucial in development 

areas, including crisis prevention and recovery, and is an important part of the UNDP’s 

work.  

 

Post-Conflict Economic Recovery 

Armed conflicts terrorize and kill large numbers of people whenever they occur. The 

economic and political consequences are enormous as well, and the results of violent 

conflicts include but are not limited to substantial loss of livelihoods, employment and 

incomes; debilitated infrastructure; a collapse of state institutions and rule of law; a 

continuing insecurity; and fractured social networks.  Recent research indicates that the 4

number of armed conflicts globally that have appeared either during or after the end of the 

Cold War is declining, and there are now roughly 35 countries that can be described as 

having entered a post-conflict phase since then.  Many of these 35 are low income counties 5

where the conflict has increased the complexity in promoting development. Economic 

recovery is essential for reducing the risk of a reversion to violence and to reversing and 

altering these adverse conditions. Economic recovery is crucial, as a sound economy is a 

fundamental requirement for human development. A broad-based economic recovery is 

critical for avoiding the recurrence of violence in post-conflict areas.  6

 

3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
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In some situations, conflicts recur after a short period of peace, while in other cases 

violence continues even when conflict has apparently ended. There are ‘peace-building’ 

milestones which post-conflict countries are characterized based on their progress towards 

these milestones. A post-conflict country is seen as lying along a continuum on each of these 

milestones, as there is the possibility of it moving backwards. The most important 

peace-building milestones include ceasing hostilities and violence; the signing of peace 

agreements; demobilization, disarmament, and reintegration; the return of refugees and 

internally displaced persons; establishing the foundations for a functioning state; initiating 

reconciliation and societal integration; and commencing economic recovery.  Based on this 7

approach, the majority of the countries whose conflicts ended after the Cold War are within 

a broadly accepted core set of post-conflict countries. The most tragic result of conflict is 

the immense loss of life, in addition to the widespread destruction and degradation of 

physical capital and infrastructure; reduced levels of human capital due to deaths, disease and 

displacement; capital flight and the collapse of economic growth; loss of jobs, employment 

opportunities and livelihoods; weakened institutions; and a decline of social capital, 

particularly the ‘bridging’ type of networks that reach across ethnic or communal divides it 

generates.  The state capacity is generally weakened, as the state can no longer finance basic 8

services or infrastructure, and there are significant changes in the structure of the economy. 

Violet conflicts lead to a substantial increase in subsistence agriculture and informal 

activities, as people who have lost formal employment attempt to survive through informal 

production and exchange. Illicit activities often expand as a conflict reduces the state’s power 

to regulate, and therefore increases opportunities for drug production and trade, smuggling, 

and theft. While an economy may be extremely damaged, even during the most pervasive 

and long-lasting conflicts it never completely disappears. Shifts in economic activity reflect 

the changes in structure and incentives that accompany conflict, however some normal 

economic activity remains. Some countries can emerge from conflict with a reserve of 

economic assets, human capital, functioning institutions, and a formal economy that still 

7 Ibid. 
8 Ibid. 
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functions, while others face much larger hurdles to both sustainable peace and economic 

recovery. Recovery is multidimensional, and a process of socioeconomic transformation, and 

is not simply returning to a pre-war scenario.  

The Role of the State 

The leadership and capacity of the post-conflict state is a deciding factor in 

determining whether economic revival will result in sustainable recovery and long-term 

development. Leadership is crucial to ensuring the productive energies and assets of 

households, communities, and enterprises are sufficiently channelled toward recovery. It is 

also necessary to foster and protect an environment that promotes security and growth in 

economic recovery. A functioning state is essential to post-conflict stability and recovery, 

which is why there is an emphasis on assisting post-conflict countries to rebuild their 

institutions and capacities for accountable and effective governance. The restoration of the 

state’s capability, the rebuilding of representative and inclusive political institutions, and the 

establishment of mechanisms for oversight, accountability, and financial control are critical 

governance and institutional needs for post-conflict recovery, however, there is little 

agreement on how to best achieve them.  

 

A functioning state must demonstrate three critical attributes, these being authority, 

legitimacy, and effectiveness.  Post-conflict states are typically weak on at least one, often all, 9

of these criteria. A viable state must be able to provide basic physical security throughout its 

territory, and, at minimum, be able to fend off armed challengers and to exercise a ‘legitimate 

monopoly of violence’ within its borders. Re-establishing authority requires reforming the 

security sector, as well as disarming non-governmental forces. A legitimate state is one that is 

representative of and accountable to its citizens. Legitimacy is typically reconstituted through 

the political process, however, while these reforms are advisable, they are not always 

necessary or sufficient in ensuring the legitimacy of the state. A legitimate government 

provides palpable benefits in ways that are responsive to local needs. When a government 

9 Ibid. 
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has greater legitimacy, it is easier for it to achieve the compliance of citizens and producers 

in paying taxes to underwrite public goods. States must be reasonably capable and effective 

in order to secure lasting peace. An effective state must be able to initiate appropriate 

economic recovery policies; mobilize revenues to underwrite the costs of state 

reconstruction and socioeconomic recovery; and provide core public services.  For 10

post-conflict countries, state structures themselves have been implicated, and the real 

challenge is in instituting attributes of authority, legitimacy, and effectiveness which were 

previously desired prior to or destroyed by conflict. 

Conclusion 

In order to provide a conductive environment for sustainable post-conflict economic 

recovery, a state must assure citizens of their security, provide support for inclusively 

distributed development, provide an adequate infrastructure, protect property and 

investments from theft, ensure predictable and fair taxes and incentives, and reduce the costs 

of doing business. The sustainability of economic recovery and peace depends on the 

restoration of a legitimate, effective and accountable state. In the recovery process, 

economic recovery is crucial, but recovery is multidimensional, and is not merely returning 

to a pre-war scenario. While many institutions have attempted to solve the issue of 

post-conflict reconstruction, a uniform international framework is still lacking. 

 

Pertinent Questions 

1. How can internationally recognized guidelines for sustainable recovery and relief be 

better incorporated into national and local policies and actions? 

a. Should international guidelines exist? 

2. How can security and protection be ensured among citizens? 

3. How can sustainable returns and reintegration to internally displaced persons be 

ensured? 

10 Ibid. 
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4. How important is social cohesion in a post-conflict era? 

a. How can it better created? 
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