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transgender, queer, intersex, asexual, additionally any other groups marginalized by their 

sexuality or gender or orientation are represented by a + (LGBTQIA+) community. There 

has historically been extensive discrimination engrained into global cultures that directly 

infringe on the human rights of a significant portion of the global population. In 2014, there 

were 2.8 billion people living in a country where identifying as LGBTQIA+ could lead to 

infringements of basic rights ranging from imprisonment to death.2 To contrast this, there 

are 780 million who live in countries where same-sex marriages are a legal right, and who’s 

basic human rights are protected by their nation. This leaves the majority of the global 

population in a undefined area where their human rights are not necessarily guaranteed.  

History 

 Members of the LGBTQIA+ community have been struggling to gain equality for 

centuries. They have been misunderstood, oppressed, persecuted, and discriminated against 

by a myriad of social and institutional pressures. Equality and human rights for this 

population has only been addressed over the past fifty years. Since gaining some rights, 

especially in developed nations, there has been more awareness for the historical 

mistreatments of the community. However, during this continuing process of enforcing 

human rights, the community has faced much adversity.  

 The first instance of criminalizing homosexuality occurred in the 16th century in 

Britain, where lawmakers categorized this activity as criminal rather than immoral.3 In 1841, 

the Canadian Criminal Code imposed a death penalty or lifelong imprisonment for having 
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same sex sexual relations.3 At this time, homosexuality was illegal in all nations and was 

considered a crime on a similar magnitude to murder. Legislations criminalizing 

homosexuality continued into the middle of the 20th century. In the 1930s and 1940s, 

thousands of members of the LGBTQIA+ community in Eastern Europe, predominantly 

homosexual men, were sent to concentration camps. Members of the community were 

physically marked with an upside down pink triangle that symbolized their ‘sexual deviance’3.  

 The first occurrence of an organized activist group for homosexuals was in Germany 

in 18974. The Scientific-Humanitarian committee was founded in Berlin, and strived to 

repeal discriminatory laws. Although many of their efforts were unsuccessful, such as the 

repeal to Paragraph 175 of the Imperial Penal Code, which criminalized homosexual acts, 

the inception of this committee was a pioneering step in equality and offered a voice for the 

homosexual community.  This was followed by the inception of many similar committees, 

for example the British Society for the Study of Sex Psychology in 1914 and the Society for 

Human Rights in the United States in 19244.  

 Perhaps one of the most significant events in the history of the struggle for human 

rights in the LGBTQIA+ community was the Stonewall riots. Early in the morning of June 

28th, 1969, police raided the Stonewall Inn, a prominent gay bar in New York City. A series 

of riots with over 400 participants occurred that night and subsequent nights fighting for 

equal rights. This event became commemorated annually in June with gay pride celebrations 

around the world. The riots laid a foundation for more visibility for members of the 
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transgender community as well, including transgender week of remembrance observed 

internationally each November5.  

 The International Lesbian and Gay Association was founded in England in 1978, 

and is now headquartered in Brussels. It has since acted as the primary international 

organization working towards fighting discrimination and promoting human rights in the 

LGBTQIA+ community. Although there have been significant advances towards achieving 

basic human rights for members of the community, homosexuality and related crimes are 

still punishable in 73 nations6.  

Current State of Legality  
 
 Although there have been recent advancements in legalisation, including the supreme 

court ruling in the United States allowing same sex marriage in 2015, there are still millions 

of members of the LGBTQIA+ community living in one of the 73 nations where persons 

can be criminalized for their sexual orientation and related activities6.  

                                                
5 Human Rights Campaign ‘Understanding the Transgender Community’ 
6 ILGA ‘Worldwide Legislation’ (2016) 
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Figure 1: Sexual Orientation Laws In The World- Criminalization (ILGA)  

 Criminalization in these circumstances can take a number of forms, all of which 

infringe on basic human rights due to infringement on the security of person. In thirteen 

nations, among them Mauritania and Saudi Arabia, acts are punishable by death. Sentences 

take a varied range of severity, from lifetime imprisonment to a fine, and the laws outlining 

the specific causes are often times extremely vague. The most shocking component of these 

discriminatory legislations is that 45 nations have actively enforced them sometime in the 

past three years.  

 Criminalization of sexual acts is however not the only piece of legislation that effects 

the infringement of human rights for members of the LGBTQIA+ community. There is 

discrimination in terms of employment, which has been a recently contentious issue. Even in 

developed nations, there is still evident discriminations. Only 91% of Fortune 500 

companies prohibit discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and only 61% prohibit 
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discrimination on the basis of gender identity. Although this in a drastic improvement from 

3% prohibiting discriminations on the basis of gender identity in 2000, there is still much 

work to do in order to eliminate discrimination in the workplace. Only 71 nations have laws 

enforcing non-discrimination in employment. Of those 71, only 14 nations constitutionally 

protect their citizens against employment discrimination. 

 

Figure 2: Sexual Orientation Laws- Recognition of Same Sex Marriage (ILGA) 

 A large discrepancy in marriage laws globally is the lack of recognition for same sex 

couples to achieve a marital status. This is an infringement of human rights because it is a 

privilege allowed solely to heterosexual couples where both partners are cis-gendered, in 

many circumstances. This has not been adequately addressed, as marriage is only recognized 

in twenty-two nations. In addition, there are abortion laws in the majority of nations that 

prevent same sex couples from adopting children on a purely discriminatory basis. In fact, 

only 26 nations allow for homosexual couples to adopt children.  

Barriers to Enforcement of Human Rights 



Southern Ontario Model United Nations Assembly XLII 
Economic and Social Council: Enforcing Human Rights for LGBTQIA+ Individuals 

 
 

 Members of the LGBTQIA+ community face many barriers in their everyday lives 

that infinge on their human rights, however there are also many barriers in providing 

solutions for proper enforcement of human rights for the community.  

 A pertinent barrier is that of religion, especially in nations which ar eprimairly ruled 

by religious leaders and personel. Factes of many religions regard activities outside of the 

typical heterosexual person to be considered unholy and unnatural, and thus persons who 

fall into this catrgory are able to be persecuted and discriminated againts.  

 Aditionally, the limmited general knowladge and understanding of LGBTQIA+ 

individuals. Community organizations and gouvernements alike have no basis of resources 

regarding the population size of the community in their nations as sexual orientation and 

gender status are not included on national censuses in any countries, even after repeals have 

been suggested. In the United Kingdom, there was a rejection of the inclusion of sexual 

orientation on the sensus form in 20117.  Gouvernements and citizens simply jump to 

conclusions regarding members of the LGBTQIA+ community because there is a lack of 

data avalible, and with this there is a lack of ability to educate the population on issues facing 
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the community

  

Figure 3: Survey of LGBT discrimination and Violence across the EU 

Furthermore, there is invisibility drastic misrepresentation of the LGBTQIA+ 

community in the media, which results in lack of awareness of the breeches of rights facing 

the community. Often times in the news, there is a discrgard of homophopic hate crimes in 

news stories. In the United States, a nation regarded as resonably accepting, one in six 

members of the community have experienced some sort of hate crime in the past three 

years, yet two thirds of those were not reported to poliece authority, and one only one in ten 

of those that were lead to some sort of legal action8. Even fewer ever made it to surface with 

the general public as a hate crime occruing in their community. Additionally, the media has 

often been knows to misrepresent the community in favour of protecting poliee forces who 

have acted in a discriminatory manor. Due to this invidibility and misrepresentation of the 

community, it is often times very difficult for individuals in positions of power to know who 
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to believe and to agknowlagde the discrimination and breach of human rights, and makes it 

difficult to foster change.  

United Nations Involvement 

 Since it’s inception in 1945, the United Nations did not discuss LGBTQIA+ rights 

in any capacity for 61 years. The first statement even presented was by Norway at the 

commission of human rights in december 2006, as a joint statement on human rights 

violations based on sexual orientation and gender identity, along with 54 other nations9. 

However, this statement was never officially adopted by the general assembly when 

presented and still remains open for signatories.  

 The first resolution to be passed regarding human rights violations for members of 

the LGBTQIA+ community was presented by South Africa on June 17th 2011. It called for 

the drafting of a report ‘documenting discriminatory laws and practices and acts of violence 

against individuals based on their sexual orientation and gender identity’. It passed in the 

United Nations Human Rights Council with twenty-three votes in favour and nineteen votes 

against10. Finally, after centuries of discrimination and decades of ignorance by the United 

Nations, there was progress being made.  

 Since then, there have been additional resolutions across various facets of the United 

Nations regarding discrimination and lack of human rights for LGBTQIA+ individuals. 

Resolutions have been passing with increased margins, and there has been the inception of 

the United Nations Free and Equal campaign, which works to gain equality for members of 
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the community. Efforts include campaigns across various nations increasing awareness and 

visibility11.  

Pertinent Questions 

How can we enduce change regarding veiws towards the LGBTQIA+ communty?  

Is the way we are currently treating these individuals jutifiable?  

Should the United Nations be more involved in this fight? If so, how?  

Are all nations liable for discrimination against members of the LGBTQIA+ community?  

How can members of the LGBTQIA+ community fight against opression in nations where 

it is illegal to identify as a part of the communty?  

What are some systematic factors that prevent members of the LGBTQIA+ community 

from accessing bacic human rights? How can the UN address these without infringing on 

nations? 
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